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FON 2013 performs for larger crowd in new location 
by Stephanie Geier

by Isaac Pulatov
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Students perform in Colden Auditorium for this year’s FON

ph
ot

o 
by

 J
am

ie
 A

bb
ar

ia
o



  
The Classic
February/March 2013

2

EDITORS-IN-CHIEF  Genna Mastellone & Michael Sanchez    ADVISOR Brian Sweeney
NEWS EDITOR    Ella Leviyeva                                               PRINCIPAL  Anthony Barbetta
FEATURE EDITOR    Vanesa Martinez                       
SPORTS EDITOR    Dimitri Theofanis       Townsend Harris High School
COPY EDITORS    John Indergaard & Laura Caba                 149-11 Melbourne Avenue       
                    Flushing, NY 11367

Writing Staff: Ashley Ahn, Chris Artun, Constantine Bournias, Rachel Chabin, Suswana Chowdhury, Yelena Dzhanova, Stephanie Geier, Magdalena 
Grabos, Amy Hao, Fran Horowitz, Asiya Jaffer, Katherine Maradiaga, Andrew Mitchel, Juliet Monclova, Catherine Moskos, Anna St. Clair, Jennifer 
Walsh, Joanna Wong, Roxanne Lewis
Guest Writers: Mehr Kaur, Igor Portnoi, Vickie Savvides, and Beata Warchol 
Sports Staff: Andrew Eichenholz, Isaac Pulatov
Art Staff: Nadia Ali, Mei Jun Chan, Jenner Chen, Parina Kaewkrajang
Photography Staff: Alice Kim,  Hannah Morse, Joanna Woo

The Classic is an open forum 
for the expression of stu-
dent views.  The opinions 
expressed therein should 
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Email letters to the editors at 

thhsclassic@gmail.com.
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news/features

Townsend Harris High School hosted the inauguration for alumna Nily Ro-
zic to the New York State Assembly. The event took place on January 27 in the 
auditorium.

In her acceptance speech, Rozic said “Thank you all for honoring me today. 
I’m deeply grateful to all of you who have helped me. Thank you to all of my 
great friends who have 
supported me.” 

She also thanked 
members of the 
Townsend Harris 
community for their 
support: “I want to 
thank Principal Bar-
betta, and Mr. Scar-
dino, who taught me 
to not only identify 
problems but roll up 
my sleeves and solve 
them. He is actu-
ally so dedicated to 
his job that he’s not 
here today, but this is 
as much his accom-
plishment as mine.”

In particular, 
she described the 

-
bic Oath had on her. 
“This oath set me on 
the path to public ser-
vice, to leave my city greater 
than I found it.” 

In addition to members of the school community being in attendance, the au-
ditorium was packed with attendees ranging from Assemblymen and Councilmen 
to Senators and Borough Presidents, many of whom shared their thoughts.  

City Councilman Mark Weprin acted as the Master of Ceremonies. In his 
opening speech, he praised Rozic for her many accomplishments. 

“What Nily has done is incredible,” he said.  “It was a great time for me to 
serve in the Assembly, and I’m happy for Nily that she will experience that same 
excitement.”

United States Senior Senator Chuck Schumer also offered words of encour-
agement for Rozic. 

“When I look at Nily’s career, it bears a striking resemblance to my career,” 
said Schumer. “No one thought I would win, and no one thought Nily would win. 
She is hardworking, dedicated, smart, and committed to her community. She got 
in the old fashioned way, and she deserves it.”

Congresswoman Grace Meng said, “Townsend Harris does a great job in 
promoting government awareness and teaching how to be a good American.  Nily 
has been a role model for people throughout Queens. I expect many great things 
out of Nily. I was really impressed when voters told me she knocked on their door 

four times. Our assembly district is fortunate to have her.”

Court. She linked Rozic’s success to her time at THHS: “It is only right and 
proper that she be here, back in Queens and Townsend Harris, because it is one of 
the best high schools in New York, which has produced many great alumni.”

Students and staff members 
shared their thoughts about the 
event. 

Sophomore Nina Leeds said, 
“Nily is just such an inspiration. It’s 
so great to see a young woman get-
ting involved in politics, especially 
her, who is so hardworking and pas-
sionate about what she does.”

Social Studies teacher Franco 
Scardino described Rozic’s student 

career at Townsend Harris and 
beyond. “She was a student of 
mine in both government and 
social science research, so I got 
to know her really well,” he 
said.  

He added, “What struck 
me is she showed a real interest 
in improving her community’s 
quality of life. She embraced 
the Ephebic Oath. She started 

when she was here. At NYU 
she continued interning. She 

knew from a young age she wanted to work 
in politics. I supported her because I have a lot of love and loyalty for her. I think 
she’ll be a very strong voice for progressive issues, like education and the envi-
ronment. I couldn’t think of a better candidate than a Townsend Harris alumna 
running for an assembly seat that represents the school.”

Former Dean Wanda Nix said, “The school has always been about public and 
community service, and Nily’s accomplishments represent the culmination of our 
dreams and aspirations.”

Principal Anthony Barbetta praised Rozic’s speech. 
“What I like about her speech was her optimism. She has a strong desire to 

help people and the community. And, she has an ambitious agenda,” he said.
The principal commented on those in attendance, saying: “I really liked how 

the auditorium was packed. It says a lot about Nily. I saw a lot of diversity in 
ethnicity, age and religion. Students who didn’t attend missed a wonderful event, 
a part of Townsend Harris history.”

Mr. Barbetta also greatly appreciated Senator Schumer for his participation 
in the event. “It was an honor to have a United States Senator speak here,” he said. 
“Senator Schumer made a great presentation.”

He added, “As I was sitting there on stage, I just thought, ‘Today: State As-
semblywoman, tomorrow: Mayor!’”

Assemblywoman Rozic returns to THHS for swearing in
by Isaac Pulatov

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic is speaks at Townsend Harris during her inauguration
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After long hours spent perfecting their robotic arm, late nights spent memo-
rizing types of trees, and endless amounts of effort put into understanding dis-
eases, the Science Olympiad team has achieved what many other teams could 
not: a trophy at Regionals.

-

coming in third last year. Three teams represented the school, each composed of 

eleventh.  They received a total of 32 medals.

knowing that we are the best in the city.”
Senior and Science Olympiad club president Malavika Attur said that be-

At the daylong competition, students worked in groups of two or three. Some 
events required them to take an exam, design an experiment or test their previ-
ously built designs. Events tested all branches of science including forensics, 
chemistry, engineering, earth science and environmental science.

-
-

and minerals event closely studied charts and diagrams, knowing that small struc-
tural details could make a huge difference between an igneous and a sedimentary 
rock.

worth it,” said Musfera Khan, sophomore.
Regardless of the amount of hours spent studying, students realized that ev-

ery part of the material could not be covered.

The nerves during the competition and the awards presentation morphed into 

three teams to represent THHS at the state competition from April 12-13 in Syra-

states.”

in 16th place, an all time high, but this year they are looking to beat that record.

the family-like community and the  feeling of accomplishment. As a freshman 

people in the club.”  
Mr. Sangiorgi feels nothing short of inspired by the passion evident in his 

this competition has motivated me to coach them. This team really touched my 

The effects of Hurricane Sandy on 
-

ing.  The subway system, road tunnels, 

deserted.  
-

bers of the student body organized and 

victims of the 
hurricane.  The 
event raised 

the time cur-
tains opened 
on February 
22.  

-
yeva, senior 
class presi-

and described why she felt it necessary to 
raise money for the victims of the massive 
storm: 

something to help. Ms.Verga was leading 
a very successful food and clothing drive, 

helping in some way. After seeing the im-

we, as a school, should do something with 
long-term impacts. The SU Board decided 

-

show, hoping to make it stand out from 

content yet still be successful,” she stated. 
Jason Mills, Student Union president, 

involved and organized, but we started 
working harder and teachers and students 
were signing up to do the show in no time. 
That was one of our biggest successes: the 
amount of people who wanted to help out 

and all those who attended.”
Students spent time in every lunch 

band advertising and selling tickets for the 

still donated to the cause and soon many 

On the night of the concert, the 

line to enter snaked 
throughout the lobby. 

on board with our hopes to raise money 
for the cause,” said Ella. 

Away,” a documentary by Ameer Kazmi 

featured interviews with individual stu-
dents whose lives and homes were affect-
ed by the storm. 

singing and dancing performances were 
featured from students of all grades. 

because of all those who attended and do-

helped build camaraderie and an under-
standing of the reality of the aftermath, 
reminding people that the reconstruction 
is far from over.” 

By Magdalena Grabos and Anna St.Clair

By Anna St. Clair

your dashboard, watching videos, laughing at gifs, and freaking out about 
what happened in the latest episodes of all your favorite television shows. 

-
Sherlock? 

For many Harrisites, this is life on Tumblr. 
Tumblr, a combination of a social network and blog platform, was 

-
ers. Tumblr  is considered a micro-blogging platform, meaning the blog 

conglomeration of all posts from every blog you follow. These posts can 

genres. 
Many Townsend Harris students use Tumblr to show off their original 

creative work. 
-

-
ates graphic designs featuring Townsend Harris athletes and previously 

Tumblr is intended as a blog platform in which users post their own 
original content in a structured, consistent manner, but in the past three 

online fun. 
Fandom is a good example of fan-culture internet slang that Tumblr 

really excited about certain shows, books, or movies like Doctor Who, 
Harry Potter, or The Avengers. Many fans choose to publish their fan art, 

board where fans discuss their theories and opinions on their fandoms. 
-

ate  fans on the theme of brotherhood in The Avengers
Townsend Harris then Tumblr is the humanities seminar and television is 

      continued on page 10

Science Olympiad team accelerates to the top

By Asiya Jaffer
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Performers at the concert.

Tumblr ‘micro-blog-
ging’ takes over THHS
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The 2013-2014 academ-
ic year seems to be a year of 
changes. The fee for Advanced 
Placement exams has increased, 
a new culture section has been 
added to the AP Spanish Exam, 
and the global history regents 
might become optional for stu-
dents to receive their high school 
diploma. And now, yet another 
change was just announced - the 
Common Application is remov-
ing the “topic of your choice” 
essay option. 

For years, the Common App 
has represented a pillar of con-
sistency in its essay topics. The 
suggested prompts never varied, 
and there was always the option 
of “topic of your choice,” which 
allowed applicants free reign for 
a maximum of 500 words. Start-
ing this fall, the new Common 
App will be web-only with a 
strict 650 word limit (minimum 
is 250 words) and an entirely dif-
ferent set of essay questions. 

The personal statement al-
lows students to differentiate 
themselves from all the other 
applicants and allow the admis-

numbers. A successful essay is 
one that most effectively cap-
tures the student’s voice and 
works the best when the ap-
plicant is given the freedom to 
speak passionately about what 
is important to him or her. The 

most obvious option would then 
be “topic of your choice.” The 
elimination of this prompt sup-
presses creativity as it forces stu-
dents to develop essays within a 
limited framework, making stu-
dent essays more common. Ad-

to read even more of the same 
half-dozen topics ad nauseum. 
Students going through the ap-
plication process want to portray 
their individuality. The Common 
App is continuing to conform 
to the increasingly omnipres-
ent idea of standardization in all 
things school related. 

The Common App recently 

for the 2013-2014 admissions 

asks for a story that is so cen-
tral to the applicant’s identity 
that their application would be 
incomplete without it, seems to 
be the Common App’s compro-
mise with students for the “topic 
of your choice.” So yes, one of 
the new questions does provide 

quite possible that students may 
be able to show their individual-
ity within a limited framework. 
The question still remains how-
ever: what was the harm in al-
lowing students to check off a 
box that indicated their essay did 

Townsend Harris seems unique to strangers, or 
perhaps we only like to think that we’re unique.

 We have themed music blaring 
in the hallways instead of loud, ob-
noxious bells dismissing the class-
rooms. Teachers assign sporadic 
collaterals as opposed to regular 
projects. Freshmen are required to 

-
mester, and it becomes a prerequi-
site for sophomores and juniors to 
take Latin or Greek as a full year 
course. 

 Nonetheless, while students 
may be different in their intrigues 

change. Each student’s goal coin-
cides with that of every otherthei 
kid at Townsend: education stands 
as a top priority for the majority of 
the 1,100 students attending. 

Most of the students I speak with seem to want a 
-

an attorney to protect and represent the Bill of Rights. 
These professions, deemed as the “highest paying” or 
the “most intelligent,” lure students into thinking that 
they are the sole career options available.

 But things are different in Townsend Harris; 
these kids know what they’re getting into when they 
arrive, so what could ignite these predictable, but 

The answer lies in the parents of each child. 
Parents shove their kids in these directions, pushing 

them to get the best possible education so they may 
be able to become a renowned (and well-paid) doctor 
or a renowned (and well-paid) lawyer.

 Granted, they seem to always have the best 
thoughts in mind for their child, but what becomes of 
the world when all creativity is lost and each mind is 

It’s often said that “Great minds think alike.” 
No. I don’t think so. Great minds are supposed 

to be distinguished and individualized, but we can’t 
have that if everyone goes after the same thing.

 Children don’t want to disappoint their parents 
by rebelling against their desires. Call me an optimist, 

but I think a large percentage of the school 
is respectful and courteous, having been 
brought up that way. Knowingly, parents 
believe that they possess the ability to con-
trol the future of their child. Having a doc-
tor or a lawyer in the family can instantly 
give parents bragging rights, a guarantee 
that their child is well-off and educated, 
and the belief that they’ve turned out to be 

There’s nothing wrong with becoming 
a doctor or a lawyer if that’s what you re-
ally want to do in life. But when people 
sketches out your entire existence accord-

-
nitely must have gone awry. 

How can the child possibly be happy 
if he doesn’t get the chance to discover what 

about all the other professions that don’t even get con-

Will the creativity, courage and spontaneity dis-

all the other vocations, from marine biologists to 

more out there. 
If we cannot truly “think outside of the box” 

when it comes to our futures then can we really claim 
to be the unique, creative, and artistic school we are 

A school simply isn’t a school without a nurse. We’ve all found ourselves at 

It seems that school nurses do more than just send us home when our fore-
heads seem a little too warm. They provide services to students with documented, 
diagnosed needs and give referrals to parents/guardians when they feel that fur-
ther assessment of an illness is needed. Nurses look after students with acute 
and chronic health problems and implement their prescribed services. The school 
nurse is expected to routinely assess the physical environment of the school and 
suggest actions to improve health and safety. 

School nurses can do all these things but one thing they can’t do is give you 
an Advil or Tylenol when you ask for it. Nurses can administer medication only 
when an appropriately licensed health care provider or parent/guardian prescribes 

But let’s look at the student body of Townsend Harris, or rather, any high 
school at all. Ages in a high school typically range from fourteen to eighteen and 
a typical high school student by his/her senior year is likely to be allowed to drive 

of School Health telling me that I can drive and vote but not be allowed to ask for 

I can’t help thinking that maybe if a nurse was able to administer some Tyle-
nol or Advil at a student’s request, we could get rid of the possibility of a student 
accidently overdosing on his or her own, which could cause internal bleeding or 
liver damage. 

Drugs like Tylenol and Advil aren’t allowed in schools but can we really pre-
-

tion and the Department of Education understands that students bring these drugs 
into school every day and administer these drugs to each other. 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve walked into the girl’s bathroom and have 

students taking these pain relievers from each other. 
I’d hope that students only would take a Tylenol pill from someone they trust 

but wouldn’t it be safer to have the luxury of taking medication from a trained 

me. 

lenient with high school students when it comes to medication. 
It’s time to lengthen the leash and hand over the pills. 

Common App forbids 
freedom of expression 
by Suswana Chowdhury

Doesn’t anyone at THHS want to be a circus trainer?

DOE medical policies in 
need of a new prescription
by Catherine Moskos

by Yelena Dzhanova 
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sound off!

by Isaac Pulatov

Townsend Harris students are used to being able to relax the day they get 

your walk to receive your report card because the truth of the matter is, unless 
-

dard procedure for Townsend teachers that students who are somewhere within 
the 80 - 94 range of grades will get an S on their report cards. Most teachers don’t 

their grades or that they won’t have anything to aspire to in the coming terms. 

The inherent idea to retire the letter grades in favor of numbers, as we have 
in every marking period, is a good one. It removes the almost casual nature of the 

to try as hard. There shouldn’t be any reason that one marking period would mean 
less to a student. Teachers will most likely (or should most likely) already have 
numbers that they’ve calculated for that student that they are trying to convert to 
a neat, square letter. 

-

days off from school, or anything that disturbs a teaching schedule, it amounts to 

about three and a half 
weeks. 

For some subjects, 
this is plenty of time 
to assign several as-
sessments, tests, and 
graded homeworks to 
amount to a grade that is indicative of a student’s progress. 

assignments to accurately assess a student. Teachers and students alike now feel 
stressed to be producing enough graded material in time for them to hand their 
grades in. And this marking period is markedly shorter than the two that follow it 
(about ten days shorter), creating another trial for us all to go through.

While Townsend Harris should be making the steps for uniform grading all 
year round, the timing of our grading could use another look. 

A quarter system, with two quarters per semester could ease the woes of 
cramming work into a short time frame, and allow for more frequent progress 
reports, which is essentially, what a report card is without all the fear attached. 

We have plenty of options for assigning grades, and we don’t have to stop 
here. 

From the Editors

Lanza used during the Sandy Hook shooting 
was a version of the same guns American troops 
used during the Vietnam War.  The gun can kill 
up to six people per second. 

Think about it: an everyday teenager had 
easy access to a high-kill military weapon.

It’s because of this outrageously easy ac-
cess to such guns that their ownership must be 
limited. In response to this, President Obama re-
cently proposed legislation that would reinstate 
a ban on assault weapons. However, gun advo-
cates won’t stand for this, adamantly justifying 

reasons.
Most gun advocates justify assault weapon 

ownership with their automatic mantra of “exer-
cising their Second Amendment rights.” How-
ever, doing something simply because you can 
is not a reason, and just goes to show you don’t 

More sensibly, gun activists claim they use 
guns for defense, and I admit, I can see how 
they’d be useful. Protective handguns may be 

-
necessary.

These monstrous weapons have one pur-
pose: to slaughter masses of people at a time, 
and are thus reserved for the military. Who do 
we, everyday citizens, expect to be attacked 

Gun activists believe that one day, we may 
have to protect ourselves from the government, 
because when countries like Nazi Germany and 
Stalinist Russia were disarmed, the people were 
unable to retaliate against government abuse. 
However, at the time, Germany and Russia were 
under oppressive dictatorships. America, con-
versely, is a democracy, with three branches of 
government limiting everything the president 
does. If assault weapons were banned in the 
U.S., Americans would not meet the same fate.  

And as for recreational purposes, there are 
far less lethal weapons one can use.

Perhaps an improved mental health system 
would decrease the number of mass shootings. 
But look at it this way: although she had a men-

tally ill son, if Nancy Lanza wasn’t allowed to 

Lanza would not have obtained it. 
Simply making it harder to obtain a gun 

through background checks won’t entirely help 
because you’ll never be able to sort out those 
who’ll go on shooting sprees from those who 
won’t. 

James Holmes was a normal college student 
with no more than a speeding ticket on his crim-

to why he did what he did. While it may have 
looked suspicious that he was stocking up on 
guns, there are plenty of people, such as Nancy 
Lanza herself, who own multiple guns for de-
fense and recreation. Thus, background checks 
won’t always be accurate. If Holmes and Lanza 
were limited to handguns, however, the shoot-
ings would have been less fatal.

Some gun activists even hope to increase 
gun ownership by arming teachers. This is ab-
surd, and only makes guns more accessible to 
mass murderers. Besides, how would you feel 
walking into math class knowing your teacher 

news, teachers can be just as disturbed as stu-
dents. Why wouldn’t they channel this through 

In addition to banning assault weapons, the 
government should make it harder for people to 

of high caliber. A more thorough background 
check should be instituted for gun buyers and 
there should be a limit on the number of guns a 
person can own: what was Nancy Lanza doing 

The fact of the matter is that, just like any 
other law, gun legislation will never be 100% 
effective. Such legislation will, however, make 
it harder for these guns to be obtained and thus 
limit the number of shootings that occur.

The lack of gun restrictions in the U.S. must 
be taken care of immediately. 

It’s time to rid ourselves of the fantasy that 
it’s the person, not the gun, that kills. While un-
predictable human emotions and mental tenden-
cies aren’t always in our control, gun ownership 
is.

by Igor Portnoi
In the wake of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary 

School in Newtown, Connecticut, the status of the Second 
Amendment has come into question.   Liberals argue that 
people should not have an absolute right to bear arms because 
of the dangers such a right poses to others. The conservative 
view is to uphold the Second Amendment fully. I believe this 
is the correct viewpoint.  

Requiring a background check on all gun sales does not 
prevent a black market from starting. From 1920-1933, a ban 
was placed on purchasing alcohol.  Little was done to enforce 
the 18th amendment and although levels of alcohol decreased, 

-
fective.

Consider the success of drug laws in this country as well.  
After years of this prohibition, suddenly medical marijuana has 
been legalized in 18 states and two states have eased their mari-
juana laws even further.  Many Democrats who favor prohibit-
ing guns from being bought by much of the population also 
believe that the War on Drugs has been a dismal failure and 
should be ended to allow people the freedom to make their own 
decisions about drug choices.

If we as a country could not control alcohol or drugs, how 

From 2011-2012, the Social Security Administration re-
portedly purchased 174,000 hollow point rounds. According 
to the administration, these purchases were made just in case 
the banks run dry and civil unrest occurs, but isn’t that what 

and Atmospheric Administration purchased 46,000 rounds and 
326,000 rounds went to the Department of Agriculture.  Why 

-
ment plans while law abiding citizens can’t even buy a round 

Although I disagree with most of the gun control propos-
als, some sound more reasonable than others. Limiting assault 
weapons, for example, is legitimate;  there really is no reason 

recreational purposes.  Providing funding to law enforcement 
to control gun violence is also a good idea, which will only 
provide positive effects and may actually reduce gun violence.  
But we must remember, no matter what, gun control can never 
be totally successful due to the complex nature of our society.

All in all, if a decision cannot be reached, I propose to keep 
the laws as they are.  Shootings will happen every day no mat-
ter what.  If the problem cannot be solved due to the potentials 
of a black market coming into existence and increasing in in-

Lack of time limits grade accuracy
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For and Against
FOR controlling guns in America
by Stephanie Geier

AGAINST gun control
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Report card reactions Changes in junior college trip
By Ella Leviyeva
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The bands between bands: how the bell music is selected
By Mehr Kaur,  Roxanne Lewis, Vickie Savvides, and Beata Warchol

By Rachel Chabin 
       

-

-

-

-

-

Club Spotlight:  the GSA 
brings students together

Harvard University (17)
Yale University (5)
Princeton University (9)
MIT (2)
U. of Pennsylvania (10)
Tufts University (2)

Duke University (3)
UC Berkeley (5)
John Hopkins U. (4)
Georgetown U. (7)
Carnegie Mellon U. (3)
Northwestern U. (3)

MEET OUR TEAM

www.IVYGLOBAL.com

Matt S.Janice G.

Jason P.

Victoria C.

Jaymin K.

Ivy Global      

Ivy Global
PREMIUM SAT PREPFREE SEMINARS

Mallory B.

Columbia University (8)
Cornell University (14)
Dartmouth College (10)
Brown University (8)
University of Chicago (5)
Embry-Riddle University (4)

New York, NY  |  Long Island, NY  |  White Plains, NY  |  New Rochelle, NY

Princeton NJ  |  Stamford, CT  |  Norwalk, CT   | Boston, MA  |  Philadelphia, PA
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Shabu Shabu sounds very foreign and esoteric, right? 

soup. The phrase is actually slang, an onomatopoeia for the sound which the contents of the soup make as they swirl through the stock: the equivalent of “swish 
swish.” While the dish originated in Japan and was traditionally served in a communal way with one big pot of soup created for the table, the restaurant I went to 
was Taiwanese. 

Minni’s was a fascinating experience for me. Upon entry, I noticed the incredibly beautiful décor. It was obvious that the entire interior had been redone re-
cently. 

want to go inside of your hotpot. The menu also contains “side orders,” like noodles, to add to the mayhem within your bowl of boiling broth.  Pre-cooked Taiwanese 
fare was also available, and I shared an order of gyoza dumplings with friends, which were fantastic. The service could’ve been better, but there was a large group 
of us, and it was a busy Friday evening. 

I ordered beef and shrimp as the meat for my hotpot, and when the broth got boiling at a high enough temperature, they were cooked within seconds. In 
addition to rice noodles, I put in the vegetables the restaurant provides each patron with when they walk in, such as cabbage, bean sprouts, and other Asian veg-
etables. I shared an order of udon noodles with a friend as well, which I threw right in; it cooked very well in my broth. I went a bit  overboard with the provided 
sauces, such as Sichuan sauce, but still had a very enjoyable meal. 

I highly recommend Minni’s to anyone who loves soup, Asian food, or just new experiences.

Address: 
136-17 38 Avenue

Food: A
Décor: A+
Service: B+
Overall: A

Minni’s Shabu Shabu: The art of Taiwanese hotpot
byAndrew Mitchel
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For many students at THHS, watching shows and movies online is a 

come into school and talk at length about the great shows we’ve spent 
our online time watching, we are very much a part of a growing ‘Net 
Clique’ of instant video watchers.  Sometimes, however, it’s not easy to 

-
ly worth your time.  “Net Cliques” is a column devoted to guiding you to 

Embrace your inner child in the world of animated movies
by Amy Hao & Joanna Wong

When asked why he always aimed 

rather than “child oriented,” an amused 

you aim only for kids. Adults are only 
kids grown up, anyway.” 

So NetCliques readers, that is your 
cue. This month is the perfect time for 
you to embrace your inner youngster, 
relive your childhood, and reenter the 
fantastical world of animated movies. 
But wait! Before you even think about 
reaching for that pile of Pixar/Disney 
DVDs, we’re going to have to ask you 
to move far far away and consider jour-
neying with us to a land of underrated 
and often forgotten cinema favorites, 
with stories that might not be your av-
erage fairy tale but have just the right 
amount of magic to put a smile on your 
face.

Because we just so happened to 
mention the granddaddy of animated 

suggested queue with some movies 
from his company’s vault of Animated 
Classic movies? And no, they are not 

pictures featuring talking animals, 
whether they be talking lions, tigers, or 
bears.

This feature takes place in a com-
pletely different universe from those 
so-stereotypical-they-work movies 

-
ly; it really takes place in another uni-
verse!). Treasure Planet (available on 

Amazon, iTunes and by other means) 

Mermaid as “Treasure Island... but in 
space!” Naturally, everyone at the time 
preferred to see a red headed mermaid 
over an adolescent in space, so the 
story was initially scrapped. However, 

-
faced, and the modernized adaptation 

-
proval. One of the many things that 
makes this movie so engaging is the 
wonderful voice acting of David Hyde 
Pierce, Emma Thompson, and the then 

-
itt. Another is the use of hand-drawn 
2D pictures layered atop 3D computer 
graphics, with the ending result con-
sisting of breathtaking scenery and 
otherworldly elements - such as aliens, 
cyborgs, and actual space ships -  that 
make the masterpiece that much more 
captivating and engaging. 

With a plot that feels familiar yet 
new and exciting, Treasure Planet 
shines as one of the forgotten favorites 
of the Magic Kingdom.

-
nitely does not take place in a happy 
forest or typical castle. The Emperor’s 
New Groove (available on Amazon, 
iTunes, etc.), which got its title but not 
its story from “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes,” takes place in the Inca Em-

pire, a place that doesn’t seem entirely 

be the perfect foundation for a differ-
ent kind of tale. When a plot to kill him 
accidentally ends up turning him into 
a llama, the immature emperor Kuzco 

that the world doesn’t revolve around 
him. 

Packed with intelligent references 
to Incan culture, the hilarious hit has 
the feel and comedic presence of a car-
toon show, but the morals and delicate 
graphics of a true Disney movie.

Now that we’ve dusted off some of 
our personal Magic Kingdom favorites 
for you, it’s time we expand our hori-
zons and stretch to other branches of 
animated goodies. 

For example, if you’re ever in need 
of a good laugh, the United Kingdom 
has created a gem of a show, Wallace 
and Gromit (available on Amazon, 

follows Wallace, a forgetful inventor 
and cheese enthusiast, and his com-
panion Gromit, a dog who only com-
municates through sign.  However, the 
really notable aspect is the fantastic 
stop-motion clay animation technique 
where all the characters are plasticine 
models that are shifted and shot frame 
by frame and then compressed into the 

cinematography and fun storylines, 
Wallace and Gromit 
show to enjoy. 

E.B. White’s classic tale Char-
lotte’s Web (available on Amazon, 
iTunes, etc), depicting an adorable 
friendship between a piglet and a spi-

1973.  Scored by Robert and Richard 
Sherman (of Mary Poppins and Jungle 
Book fame), the story follows a runt 
named Wilbur who, having been saved 
from certain death by a young girl 
named Fern, needs to prove to the hu-
mans that he’s a prize pig worth keep-
ing alive.  A spider named Charlotte 
befriends him, and they work together 
with the rest of the farm animals to 
make Wilbur “some pig.”  Heartwarm-
ing and inspirational, this cartoon is 
sure to please audiences of all ages.

It’s unrealistic to wish upon a star 
that we can be made young again, but 

an afternoon or two to relish the favor-
ites of your own day. 

So, for this month, go out there 

abandoned, guided perhaps by our 
personal selections; after all, you are 
only as young as you feel. And, if we 
forgot any of your go-to kiddie mov-
ies, please comment on the online edi-
tion of this column at thhsclassic.com.  
 
                Happy streaming!

arts & entertainment
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As vampires became synonymous with sparkles 
and werewolves became equated with shape shift-
ing Native Americans, it was only a matter of time 
before another traditional monster got a pop culture 
upgrade.

Warm Bodies provides 
our generation with another classic Halloween mon-
ster to fawn over. With wit and humor, the movie 
offers a refreshing revival for zombie apocalypses 

Nicholas Hoult plays R, a sentimental and re-

a human girl. His acting was effective; he perfected 

representing his thoughts, which, amid the short 
zombie groans, constituted most of the dialogue. 

as the terror-stricken but strong-willed human girl, 
Julie. Her performance was generic, and harsher 
critics may say that she did not immerse herself in 
Julie as much as Hoult did with R. 

Warm Bodies lacks the gore found in most zom-
bie movies, and those who come in expecting in-
tense action will be disappointed.  

-
bie attacks, and the few included look low-budget 
and cheap. The “Bonies,” zombies who have essentially 
turned into warped skeletons, are the worst offenders. However, the painstak-
ingly detailed scenery, actors, and extras blend right in with the situation, helping 
to create the somber yet playful tone of the story. 

The zombies aren’t the frightening, bloody creatures found on shows like The 

Walking Dead, but are somehow more reserved, 
making the movie’s premise more believable. The 
concept of zombies turning back into humans is dif-
ferent and interesting, and it helps R be a relatable 
protagonist.

R’s scenes with Julie have the same awkward-
ness usually present in teen crushes, and will surely 
delight young audiences. Of course, Julie’s father, 
played by John Malkovich, disapproves of her rela-

Romeo and Juliet plot 
line is certainly cliched, but the deadpan humor def-
initely separates it from other romantic comedies. 

The romance is innocent and lighthearted, creat-
ing a fun escape for viewers. 

something more than “zombie falls in love with 
girl” story but still worked as a romance. Some 
of the scenes between zombies can be hard to 
watch, as the dialogue consists almost entirely 
of grunted-out phrases. Action-wise, some parts 

-
tempt at a buildup towards a dramatic conclu-
sion. There was no clever, innovative surprise 
ending.  The movie is simple and sincere, but 
also easily forgettable. 

Nevertheless, Warm Bodies proves itself to 
be everything that it promises. 

Zombies stalk abandoned streets in search for prey while 
humans box themselves behind cement walls. And amid the chaos for survival, 

 

by Jennifer Walsh and Parina Kaewkrajang
Warm Bodies melts cold hearts in theaters everywhere 

It’s safe to say that nearly everyone who was born in the 21st century or has kept up with technology has heard of an 
iPad or the Apple industry. But how many people actually know what makes the iPad perform all its strange techno magic? 
Apple designers boast the iPad’s 1.3 GHz processor (computer engine) to help run things smoothly. It has a rear camera of 

-

exactly like any phone would. For now, only Verizon, Sprint, and AT&T carry iPads. As far as getting your money out of it, 
this device is extremely recommended for those new to the tablet generations because of its user-friendly interface and func-
tionality. For those who are more advanced in technological wizardry, there are a few other options.

Samsung has devised its own version of the tablet, the Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 Its long line of cel-
lular brethren, such as the Galaxy S3 and Nexus, simply don’t match up to its outstanding performance. 
Simply put, you want power, go get a Note 10.1 The best part is, it comes at a slightly cheaper price! Run-

more on it than they would on an iPad. Frankly, the resolution appears to be the same, because once we 
get up to 1280 x 800, I don’t think it makes all that much of a difference to the naked eye. Widgets are also 

front-facing camera has 1.9. The Note is only available in Wi-Fi models, with a full range of miscellaneous 
ports for connection to other devices.

This tablet serves to those who don’t need all the aforementioned fancy features, but want to take advan-
tage of some next generation technology.  For such users, there is the “reading tablet,” a tablet that is pretty 
much used to read books on a screen, which is beginning to become more common than print books. These 
tablets don’t serve much more of a purpose than to read books and other publications. However, they do make 
the reading experience quite pleasurable. With the ability to brighten the screen, increase the text size, and 
bookmark pages, the user is able to perform the basic functions on the electronic version that they would on 

amounts of space each. I recommend investing in a separate storage capacity in the event that your desires 
exceed what you can have.

respective ups and downs, and whether or not they give you a real bang for your buck.

Find the best technology for your individual needs
by Chris Artun

Poster promotes Warm Bodies.
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In addition, if students forgot something in their locker, it was hard for them 
to go back and get it. The committee was also concerned that since Colden was 
larger the auditorium would look empty during the show.

“It was a nice thought,” said senior Shaleen Singha, “but it just made it harder 
for us.”

Sophomore Gene 
Choi said the hectic 
nature of FON per-
formances left him 
“in consideration of 
where it should be 
held next year.” 

On the bright 
side, both the audi-
ence and performers 
had more space. 

When FON 
was held at 
Townsend Har-
ris, performers 
would crowd in 
the cafeteria and 
watch FON on 
TV between their 
performances. At 
Colden, however, 
each FON group sat 
in its own section at 
the back of the the-
ater between perfor-
mances and watched 
the show live. The lighting and sound equipment were also more sophisticated 
at Colden. 

“I felt like it was a nicer event,” said junior and FON participant Diana Lon-
dono. “It looked a little bit more professional.”

“I thought FON turned out wonderful this year,” said junior FON coordina-
tor Amanda Ramsaroop. “I really didn’t know what to expect... after seeing the 
performance at Colden and hearing the reaction from both dancers and audience 
members, Colden was a great choice.”

The FON committee hopes to rent Colden Auditorium again next year. 
Looking to the future, Ms. Mars hopes to alleviate participants’ confusion 

by taking them on a walkthrough of Colden beforehand, which only FON group 
leaders did prior to the show. Many students also hope to practice at Colden be-
fore show day. 

In addition, Ms. Ezquerra, who has coordinated FON for three years, hopes 
students will incorporate more cultures in future shows, such as other Hispanic 

dances and more European representations.
However, the biggest problem experienced during the show was not antici-

pated: the communication radios stopped working before it started, so coordina-
tors resorted to cell phones.

“I did my opening speech while texting sound cues,” said Ms. Mars. “It was 
amazing we actually 
pulled it off without ra-
dios.”

Despite these is-
sues, the change in 
venue had no effect on 
its traditional spirit and 
message, being able to 
“move past mere tol-
erance to appreciation 
and acceptance...in the 
hope of a more peace-
ful world,” as Ms. Mars 
said in her opening 
speech.

“I thought it was 
very artistic,” said ju-
nior Abbey Li. “I like 
how people were in a 
group that wasn’t their 
own ethnicity. This 
shows acceptance of  
other cultures.”

However, Ms. Mars 
reminds us that it is the 

process behind creating 
the show that matters the most because it “brings us together as a community.”

For freshman Yasmin Ally, it was one of the best experiences of her life be-
cause it allowed for new friendships and for the experience of various cultures.

Freshman Crystal Crosby likes how FON allowed her to showcase her na-
tionality while doing something she was passionate about: dance. 

Still others enjoyed the show for the moments they had in the spotlight.
 “When I was up on that stage, I literally felt like I was in a dream, and all 

of it went by within seconds,” Gene recalls. “There was an adrenaline rush that 
overcame me while I was up there, and I truly loved it.”

With performers often practicing every day until as late as 6:30 for over three 

“Sometimes FON is noisy in the hallways,” said Ms. Ezquerra. 
She added, “We admit preparing this is confusing and noisy, but the result is 

rewarding.” 

classical literature. 
Other students treat their blogs like a public on-

artwork, and quotations.  
Angelina Liu, freshman, said, “I have a bunch of 

Tumblrs: a black and white photography blog, a fash-
ion/preppy blog, a personal blog, a theatre blog, and 
a summer blog. Most of the time I blog for fun and 
to gain inspiration, like from seeing a lot of things 
posted in the fashion blogs I follow.” 

If fandom blogs are for the geeks, then these 
scrapbook blogs (often called “hipster blogs”- though 
this term can be controversial) are for the self-expres-
sive. 

“I blog to express, not impress,” said Angelina.
Even amongst these scrapbook blogs there is a 

sense of community and friendship.  “It helps me 

that I relate to completely, and it’s a relief knowing 
that I’m not the only one who deals with certain is-
sues.” 

Fangirling (or Fanboying)--the act of obsessing 
over a fandom--can be fun, but what is the addictive 
ingredient in the Tumblr recipe? 

continuum of procrastination. The dashboard allows 

users to scroll through all posts made by everyone 
they follow at any time. There is no need to click to 
the next page, and with a few simple keystrokes you 
can like and reblog posts without leaving the dash-
board.  

on my dashboard, and I lose track of time when look-
ing at them,” said Akhtra Khan, junior.  

The amount of time students spend on Tumblr is 
potentially problematic. “I’m on Tumblr six hours a 
day,” said Nijah Phills, sophomore.

When Deborah Chai, junior,  was discussing her 
Tumblr habits she said, “Please don’t ask how often I 
am on. It’s so sad, and no one needs to know.” 

Tumblr also allows users to ask questions to 
bloggers. You can ask questions without revealing 
your identity via the anonymous button. Not surpris-
ingly the anonymous button has become a medium 
for cyber bullying. 

“People who speak their opinion which is contro-
versial get a lot of backlash. If someone doesn’t like 
Sherlock or Benedict Cumberbatch they’ll be called 
names, and I’ve seen people who’ve gotten so many 
negative messages that they’ve had to leave,” said 
Deborah.

But when asked about whether the abuse of the 

anonymous button leads to a hostile environment, 
most students described feeling a sense of commu-
nity on the site. 

Some Harrisites, such as Maya Grodzka, junior, 
have created close friendships. 

“I personally met a friend on Tumblr. She lives in 
Brazil and is learning English. We speak English and 
Portuguese together. She is a year younger than me, 
and we are now facebook friends. So I believe that 
Tumblr can initiate friendships worldwide.”   

Tumblr users, like all internet users, say things 
online that they would not say in real life. 

Although this can mean nasty anonymous threats 
and comments, it can also allow shyer people to bond 
with others. 

“I  think it’s because it’s the internet that I can 
share things more with people than I could in real 
life. T.V. is a pretty big part of my life, and I’ve got-
ten really close to people who just enjoy the same 
things I do,” said Deborah. 

So the next time you’re wondering what hap-
pened to those two hours you had scheduled for 
homework, they were probably spent on Tumblr. 

 

Community celebrates diversity at Festival of Nations 
continued from page 1

Tumblr platform inspires self-expression, procrastination
continued from page 3
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One of the many sights to be viewed during the FON performance.
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of playoffs. 

during the game. 
-

at home, we wanted to make it a notable performance, knowing that it could 

four assists a game.

season, averaging around ten points and twelve rebounds a game. 

-

closest loss of the season.

by Dimitri Theofanis
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by Dimitri Theofanis
The snow is melting and the birds are chirping, which can only mean one 

Despite the loss of some key seniors from last year, the Boys Varsity Baseball 
team is full of hope. 

wins this season, developing skills and team 

been with them for so long, but we have a 
great team this season and hopes are high 

-
-

lost vital members of the team last year so 

The Boys Varsity Volleyball team is also 

-

The Boys Varsity Tennis team is coming off the loss of a few key players, 
who helped the team achieve their best record in the past few years. However, 

-

a few promising underclassmen 

to see what they bring to the team 
this year. The past 3 years have 
been tough because we faced really 
talented players from schools like 

there are a couple of new schools in 

Fellow senior captain Bashe 

team this year is faced with a chal-

who played an integral part both 
on and off the court. Of course we 

hopeful that the incoming under-
classman will be capable of doing 

will be successful with much prac-
The captains of the baseball team hard at practice.
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by Dimitri Theofanis

Katie Kang breaks national records, makes school history
Entering the Townsend Harris community, the one mile run is a freshman’s worst 

nightmare. Four laps, four hundred meters a piece, and the dreaded mile is complete. 
Four years ago, senior Katie Kang went through what everybody at Townsend Harris 

-
utes. Little did she know that four years later she would be a city, state, and possibly 
national champion race walker, with the seventh fastest 1500 meter racewalk time in 
American high school history. 

Katie has been victorious at the PSAL City Championships in 2012 and 2013, and 
won the outdoor City Championships in 2012 and the New York State Indoor Cham-
pionships in 2013. 

The list of accomplishments in the 1500 meter racewalk goes on and on for Katie, 
but the biggest accomplishment of her high school career to this point was one of her 
most recent. At the 110th PSAL City Indoor Championships, Katie set a precedent for 

-
rier. Not only did she break seven minutes, but she walked her way to a time of 6:44, 
becoming the seventh fastest in American high school history. 

-
ing my time on the clock, it was just unbelievable” said Katie. Showing great pride in 
representing her school, she said, “I felt proud that I was able to keep racewalk as an 
event that Townsend Harris will always be proud of since the previous record was set 
by our alumnus.”

Only a year ago, Katie became a national star when she placed second in the na-
tion. “I remember asking Mr. Connor, is there a chance of me being in the top 6? And 
he said ‘You can be in the top 3.’” From thinking top 6, to top 3, to coming in 2nd, to being the favorite to take home the big prize at this year’s national champion-

Fellow captain of the girls track team, senior Klaudia Garncarz had nothing but praise for her friend and teammate. Klaudia said, “On behalf of myself and the 
team we are all incredibly proud. There wasn’t a doubt in my mind she could accomplish all she has after witnessing the hard work she put in during practice and 
meets.” The same sentiment was echoed throughout the school, as fellow senior Anthony Kissoon said, “I think it’s so cool that she’s breaking records and I know 
she’ll do well at Nationals again.”

“Katie is one of the easiest athletes I’ve ever coached. She does everything she’s asked. She has the determination and will power to overcome the rigors neces-
sary to get to her level. I saw on her face, at cities, when she broke the national record by seventeen seconds, there was nothing stopping her,” said math teacher and 
track coach Timothy Connor.
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by Andrew Eichenholz

For the second consecutive year, the Girls Varsity Basketball team has had an 

The team won 11 of its games by 20 points or more, and 15 games by six 
points or more. The team showed its dominance in the league throughout the 

Junior Sierra Berkel led the team in scoring with an average of 16 points 
a game, also averaging 5 re-
bounds a game. 

“I think that one word to 
describe this season would 

feels good having the title of 
reigning division champs for 
a second year in a row. Even 
though it’s something we 
acknowledge I feel like we 

try to take every game one 
game at a time and see what 
happens next,” said Sierra.

Sophomore Debra Chan 
was also a key component to 
the team’s success this sea-
son, averaging 14 points a game.

-
more Natalie Gomez scored a three-pointer off a pass from Senior Bashe Miller 
in the last second of the game to seal the victory. 

“Honestly I thought that by the time the ball even got to me the shot clock 
would go off, but when it got to me I just shot it up. I didn’t believe it went in; I 
didn’t realize what had happened until I got home. It was crazy, we went into a 

huddle and we were just screaming.” 

had a majority of our players return for this season so we really were already 
familiar with each other and the team chemistry was already there. I believe that 
has played a huge part in our success.” 

She added, “As for having a perfect record for a second year in a row, it’s a 
great feeling, especially con-
sidering the amount of work 
we put into it. But of course 
our main goal is to make it 
as far as we can in the play-
offs. The perfect record was 
just a stepping stone to our 
ultimate goal.”

“It’s honestly so hard 
thinking about next year 
right now, since we are go-
ing to be losing many key 
senior players as they move 

-
dence though that as long as 
we compete and leave it on 

most important thing that we need to keep is the pride that this team has,” said 
Sierra.

The team will be playing McKee/Staten Island Tech in the next round of 
playoffs.
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Additional reporting by Isaac Pulatov

Games to watch
3/19 5:30PM Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Flushing High School @ Townsend Harris

4/03 4:00PM Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Benjamin Cardozo High School @ Townsend Harris
4/08 4:00PM Boys Varsity Baseball vs. East New York Transit Tech @Townsend Harris

4/10 4:30PM Girls Varsity Fencing vs. Queens High School of Teaching @Townsend Harris


