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FON 2013 performs for larger crowd in new location
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by Stephanie Geier
%OXUVRIYLEUDQWFRORUVÀDVKDFURVVWKHVWDJHDQGEHOOVMLQJOHQRLVLO\7KHDLULV VRSKRPRUHDQG&DULEEHDQ)21FKRUHRJUDSKHU.D\FLD:LOVRQ³:HZDQWHGWR
¿OOHGZLWKXSEHDW&DULEEHDQPXVLFRQHPLQXWHDQGWUDQTXLOPHORGLHVIURP&KLQD UHSUHVHQWWKH&DULEEHDQ,WZDVDJUHDWWXUQRXW,QHYHUIHOWPRUHSURXG´
WKHQH[W'DQFHUVOHDSDFURVVWKHVWDJHVZLUOLQJVLONUHGULEERQVLQWKHDLUDQG
)21&RRUGLQDWRUDQG6SDQLVKWHDFKHU%HDWUL](]TXHUUDVHHVWKHPDV³YHU\
DFFRPSDQLHGE\OLYHO\HQWKXVLDVPUDGLDWLQJIURPWKHDXGLHQFH
SURPLVLQJ´DQGWKHJURXSSODQVRQSHUIRUPLQJDJDLQQH[W\HDUZLWKPDOHPHP7KHVHZHUHWKHVLJKWVDQGVRXQGVRIWKHDQQXDO)HVWLYDORI1DWLRQV )21  EHUV
RQ)HEUXDU\DQLJKWZKHQ+DU1RWDEO\ WKLV \HDU¶V )21 ZDV
ULVLWHV SHUIRUPHG GDQFHV WR PXZDVQRWKHOGLQWKH7RZQVHQG+DUVLFIURPDURXQGWKHZRUOGRQWKH
ULVDXGLWRULXP/DVW\HDU)21KDG
VWDJHRIWKH&ROGHQ$XGLWRULXPDW
DERXW  SDUWLFLSDQWV ZKLFK LV
4XHHQV&ROOHJH
WKHFDSDFLW\RIWKH7RZQVHQG+DU$ZLGHUDQJHRISHUIRUPDQFULV DXGLWRULXP LWVHOI 7KXV PDQ\
HVWRRNFHQWHUVWDJHWKHUHZDVD
VWXGHQWV FRPSODLQHG WKDW WLFNHWV
ORYHVRQJSHUIRUPHGE\-DSDQHVH
ZHUH VROG RXW DQG WKH\ FRXOGQ¶W
FODVVHV)LOLSLQR)21¶V7LQLNOLQJ
LQYLWHRWKHUV7R¿[WKLVWKH)21
GDQFH D &KLQHVH IDQ GDQFH DQG
FRPPLWWHHGHFLGHGWRUHQW&ROGHQ
D IXVLRQ RI 6DOVD DQG %DFKD$XGLWRULXP LQVWHDG ZKLFK VHDWV
WD IURP 7DPERUHV /DWLQRV
SHRSOH
&3RS GUDPDWLFL]HG WKHLU SHU³7HDFKHUV WRRN D ULVN DQG
IRUPDQFH ZLWK ZKLWH PDVNV
ZRUNHGUHDOO\KDUGWRGRWKLV´VDLG
DQG9LUVDNLFNHGRIIWKHLUVE\
/LVD 0DUV $VVLVWDQW 3ULQFLSDO RI
VSLQQLQJ D FKDNNDU D ODUJH
/DQJXDJH0XVLFDQG$UW
FRORUIXOULQJV\PEROL]LQJ,Q7KH GHFLVLRQ FDPH ZLWK SURV
GLD¶V PLOLWDU\ VWUHQJWK  7KH
DQGFRQV
VKRZ FRQFOXGHG ZLWK PHP³:H ZHUH PRUH RUJDQL]HG
EHUV JDWKHULQJ RQ VWDJH WR VLQJ
ZKHQZHGLGLWDW7RZQVHQGEXW,
DORQJWR0LFKDHO-DFNVRQ¶V³0DQ
WKLQN&ROGHQ$XGLWRULXPZDVPRUH
Students perform in Colden Auditorium for this year’s FON
LQ WKH 0LUURU´ UHPLQGLQJ WKH DXGLHQFH RI )21¶V
SURIHVVLRQDODQGEURXJKWRXWWKHVKRZEHWWHU´
DVSLUDWLRQVWRZDUGVXQLW\DQGFRPPRQSXUSRVH
VDLGMXQLRU(OHQL6WHOODWRV
)RUWKH¿UVWWLPH&DULEEHDQ&DUQLYDOEURXJKWWKHYLEUDQF\RIWKH:HVW,QGLHV
%HFDXVH &ROGHQ $XGLWRULXP LV FRQVWDQWO\ XVHG IRU RWKHU HYHQWV VWXGHQWV
WRWKHWDEOHZHDULQJEULJKWWDQNWRSVDQGVNLUWVZLWKEHOOVZKLOHGDQFLQJWRH[RWLF ZHUHQRWDEOHWRSUDFWLFHWKHUHXQWLODIHZKRXUVEHIRUHWKHSHUIRUPDQFH6RPH
EHDWV
ZHUHFRQIXVHGE\WKHODUJHUVWDJHDQGXQIDPLOLDURULHQWDWLRQGXULQJWKHLUSHUIRU³:H GLGQ¶W ZDQW WR MXVW EH JHQHUDOL]HG DV WKH µ$IULFDQ$PHULFDQV¶´ VDLG PDQFHDQGVRPHIRXQGWKHWUDQVLWLRQIURPWKHDXGLWRULXPWREDFNVWDJHGLI¿FXOW
continued on Page 10

1HZSROLF\IRUÀUVWPDUNLQJSHULRGUHSRUWFDUGV
by Isaac Pulatov
,W¶V RI¿FLDO 7RZQVHQG +DUULV VWXGHQWV ZLOO QR
ORQJHUUHFHLYHOHWWHUJUDGHVIRUWKH¿UVWPDUNLQJSHULRG6WXGHQWVZLOOLQVWHDGUHFHLYHQXPHULFDOJUDGHV
IRUDOOWKUHHPDUNLQJSHULRGVVWDUWLQJZLWKWKH
VSULQJWHUP
(OOHQ )HH $VVLVWDQW 3ULQFLSDO RI 2UJDQL]DWLRQ
DQG 3K\VLFDO (GXFDWLRQ H[SODLQHG WKH UDWLRQDOH IRU
WKHQHZSROLF\
³7KHUHDVRQIRUOHWWHUJUDGHVLVWKDWWR\HDUV
DJRLWRFFDVLRQDOO\WRRNDERXWDPRQWKWRHTXDOL]H
FODVVVL]H7RHTXDOL]HPHDQVWRPDNHVXUHHDFKFODVV
KDVDSURSHUDPRXQWRIVWXGHQWV,QRWKHUVFKRROV\RX
FRXOGVWLOOKDYHSURJUDPFKDQJHVLQ2FWREHU6ROHWWHUJUDGHVZHUHJLYHQEHFDXVHDWHDFKHUPLJKWKDYH
VHHQDVWXGHQWIRUMXVWZHHNV$W7RZQVHQG+DUULV
IRUWKHODVW¿YH\HDUVDIWHUWKH¿UVW¿YHGD\VZHKDYH

KDGQRSURJUDPFKDQJHV´
7KHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQEHOLHYHVWKDWWKLVVWDELOLW\LQ
FODVVURVWHUVHDUO\RQPDNHVLWSRVVLEOHIRUWHDFKHUV
WRSURYLGHPRUHVSHFL¿FQXPHULFDOJUDGHVIRUHYHU\
VWXGHQWE\WKHHQGRIWKHPDUNLQJSHULRG
³,Q RWKHU VFKRROV ,¶YH ZRUNHG DW VWXGHQWV UHFHLYHGSURJUDPFKDQJHVWKUHHZHHNVLQVRWHDFKHUV
RQO\KDGWZRZHHNVWRJLYHJUDGHV1RZWKDWPRVW
VFKHGXOHV DUH DQQXDOL]HG WKHUH¶V QR ORQJHU VXFK D
ORQJRUJDQL]DWLRQSHULRG:HWU\WRPLQLPL]HFKDQJLQJWHDFKHUV´VDLG3ULQFLSDO$QWKRQ\%DUEHWWD
7KH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ EHOLHYHV WKLV GHFLVLRQ ZLOO
PRWLYDWHVWXGHQWVWRHYDOXDWHWKHLUSHUIRUPDQFHZLWK
PRUHDFFXUDF\DQGPDNHSODQVIRULPSURYHPHQWHDUOLHURQLQWKHWHUP
0V )HH VDLG ³/HWWHU JUDGHV DUH VR JHQHUDO ,W
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Assemblywoman Rozic returns to THHS for swearing in
by Isaac Pulatov

Photo courtesy of Nily Rozic for Assembly

Townsend Harris High School hosted the inauguration for alumna Nily Ro- four times. Our assembly district is fortunate to have her.”
zic to the New York State Assembly. The event took place on January 27 in the
7KHÀQDOVSHDNHUZDV-XVWLFH%HUQLFH6LHJDORIWKH4XHHQV&RXQW\6XSUHPH
auditorium.
Court. She linked Rozic’s success to her time at THHS: “It is only right and
In her acceptance speech, Rozic said “Thank you all for honoring me today. proper that she be here, back in Queens and Townsend Harris, because it is one of
I’m deeply grateful to all of you who have helped me. Thank you to all of my the best high schools in New York, which has produced many great alumni.”
great friends who have
Students and staff members
supported me.”
shared their thoughts about the
She also thanked
event.
members of the
Sophomore Nina Leeds said,
Townsend
Harris
“Nily is just such an inspiration. It’s
community for their
so great to see a young woman getsupport: “I want to
ting involved in politics, especially
thank Principal Barher, who is so hardworking and pasbetta, and Mr. Scarsionate about what she does.”
dino, who taught me
Social Studies teacher Franco
to not only identify
Scardino described Rozic’s student
problems but roll up
career at Townsend Harris and
my sleeves and solve
beyond. “She was a student of
them. He is actumine in both government and
ally so dedicated to
social science research, so I got
his job that he’s not
to know her really well,” he
here today, but this is
said.
as much his accomHe added, “What struck
plishment as mine.”
me is she showed a real interest
In
particular,
in improving her community’s
she described the
quality of life. She embraced
LQÁXHQFH WKH (SKHthe Ephebic Oath. She started
bic Oath had on her.
LQWHUQLQJ ZLWK HOHFWHG RIÀFLDOV
“This oath set me on
when she was here. At NYU
the path to public sershe continued interning. She
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic is speaks at Townsend Harris during her inauguration
vice, to leave my city greater
knew from a young age she wanted to work
than I found it.”
in politics. I supported her because I have a lot of love and loyalty for her. I think
In addition to members of the school community being in attendance, the au- she’ll be a very strong voice for progressive issues, like education and the enviditorium was packed with attendees ranging from Assemblymen and Councilmen ronment. I couldn’t think of a better candidate than a Townsend Harris alumna
to Senators and Borough Presidents, many of whom shared their thoughts.
running for an assembly seat that represents the school.”
City Councilman Mark Weprin acted as the Master of Ceremonies. In his
Former Dean Wanda Nix said, “The school has always been about public and
opening speech, he praised Rozic for her many accomplishments.
community service, and Nily’s accomplishments represent the culmination of our
“What Nily has done is incredible,” he said. “It was a great time for me to dreams and aspirations.”
serve in the Assembly, and I’m happy for Nily that she will experience that same
Principal Anthony Barbetta praised Rozic’s speech.
excitement.”
“What I like about her speech was her optimism. She has a strong desire to
United States Senior Senator Chuck Schumer also offered words of encour- help people and the community. And, she has an ambitious agenda,” he said.
agement for Rozic.
The principal commented on those in attendance, saying: “I really liked how
“When I look at Nily’s career, it bears a striking resemblance to my career,” the auditorium was packed. It says a lot about Nily. I saw a lot of diversity in
said Schumer. “No one thought I would win, and no one thought Nily would win. ethnicity, age and religion. Students who didn’t attend missed a wonderful event,
She is hardworking, dedicated, smart, and committed to her community. She got a part of Townsend Harris history.”
in the old fashioned way, and she deserves it.”
Mr. Barbetta also greatly appreciated Senator Schumer for his participation
Congresswoman Grace Meng said, “Townsend Harris does a great job in in the event. “It was an honor to have a United States Senator speak here,” he said.
promoting government awareness and teaching how to be a good American. Nily “Senator Schumer made a great presentation.”
has been a role model for people throughout Queens. I expect many great things
He added, “As I was sitting there on stage, I just thought, ‘Today: State Asout of Nily. I was really impressed when voters told me she knocked on their door semblywoman, tomorrow: Mayor!’”
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&RQFHUWEHQHÀWV6DQG\YLFWLPV
Tumblr ‘micro-blogging’ takes over THHS

photo by Joanna Woo

By Asiya Jaffer
The effects of Hurricane Sandy on and all those who attended.”
1HZ <RUN ZHUH VHYHUH DQG KHDUWEUHDNStudents spent time in every lunch
ing. The subway system, road tunnels, band advertising and selling tickets for the
DQGVXEXUEDQFRPPXQLWLHVÀRRGHGIRUD FRQFHUW0DQ\SHRSOHZKRFRXOGQ¶WDWWHQG
ZKLOHWKH³FLW\WKDWQHYHUVOHHSV´VHHPHG still donated to the cause and soon many
deserted.
VWXGHQWV MRLQHG LQ E\ DGYHUWLVLQJ IRU WKH
,QWKHZDNHRIWKLVGHVWUXFWLRQPHP- FRQFHUWWKURXJK)DFHERRNDQG,QVWDJUDP
bers of the student body organized and
On the night of the concert, the
KHOG D %HQH¿W
&RQFHUWIRUWKH
victims of the
hurricane. The
event raised
RYHUE\
the time curtains opened
on February
22.
(OOD /HYLyeva, senior
Performers at the concert.
class
presiGHQWRUJDQL]HGWKH%HQH¿W&RQFHUW
line to enter snaked
and described why she felt it necessary to throughout the lobby.
raise money for the victims of the massive
³7KHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQZDVLPPHGLDWHO\
storm:
on board with our hopes to raise money
³$IWHU +XUULFDQH 6DQG\ GHYDVWDWHG for the cause,” said Ella.
RXU FRPPXQLWLHV , NQHZ , ZDQWHG WR GR
7KH FRQFHUW EHJDQ ZLWK ³:DVKHG
something to help. Ms.Verga was leading Away,” a documentary by Ameer Kazmi
a very successful food and clothing drive, DQG*RGIUHG6HGDQRVHQLRUV7KHYLGHR
DQG , ZDV VR KDSS\ WKDW RXU VFKRRO ZDV featured interviews with individual stuhelping in some way. After seeing the im- dents whose lives and homes were affectPHQVHLPSDFWRIWKHVWRUP,UHDOL]HGWKDW ed by the storm.
we, as a school, should do something with
³,WZDVDPRYLQJGRFXPHQWDU\´VDLG
long-term impacts. The SU Board decided &KULVWRSKHU -RUGDQ VHQLRU ³, IHOW YHU\
WR KRVW D %HQH¿W &RQFHUW IRU WKH FDXVH PRYHG E\ >D IULHQG¶V@ H[SHULHQFH LQ WKH
-DVRQ>0LOOV@0RKG>6DNLE@1DELO>.KD- GRFXPHQWDU\ DV , GLGQ¶W NQRZ KRZ EDG
WUL@DQG,LPPHGLDWHO\EHJDQSODQQLQJWKH KH¶GEHHQDIIHFWHGE\+XUULFDQH6DQG\´
show, hoping to make it stand out from
$IWHU WKH PLQXWH GRFXPHQWDU\
RWKHU VKRZV VXFK DV 6,1* DQG )21 LQ singing and dancing performances were
content yet still be successful,” she stated. featured from students of all grades.
Jason Mills, Student Union president,
-DVRQVDLG³,WZDVDJUHDWWXUQRXWDQG
VDLG³$W¿UVWLWZDVGLI¿FXOWWRJHWWDOHQWV because of all those who attended and doinvolved and organized, but we started QDWHGZHUDLVHGRYHU7KHFRQFHUW
working harder and teachers and students helped build camaraderie and an underwere signing up to do the show in no time. standing of the reality of the aftermath,
That was one of our biggest successes: the reminding people that the reconstruction
amount of people who wanted to help out is far from over.”

By Anna St. Clair
<RX JHW KRPH IURP VFKRRO ,W¶V <RX GHFLGH WR ORJ RQ WR \RXU
7XPEOUVLQFH\RXKDYHQ¶WEHHQRQLQPLQXWHV<RXDUHVFUROOLQJWKURXJK
your dashboard, watching videos, laughing at gifs, and freaking out about
what happened in the latest episodes of all your favorite television shows.
<RXGHFLGHLW¶VSUREDEO\WLPHWRVWDUW\RXUKRPHZRUN,W¶VDURXQG
ULJKW":URQJ<RXORRNDWWKHFORFN,W¶V'LG\RXUHDOO\MXVWVSHQG
WZRKRXUVVFUROOLQJWKURXJKSLFWXUHVRI%HQHGLFW&XPEHUEDWFKWKHIHWFKLQJVWDURI%%&¶VSherlock?
For many Harrisites, this is life on Tumblr.
Tumblr, a combination of a social network and blog platform, was
FUHDWHGE\'DYLG.DUSLQ6LQFHWKHQLWKDVJURZQWRPLOOLRQXVers. Tumblr is considered a micro-blogging platform, meaning the blog
SRVWVDUHVKRUWHUWKDQPRUHWUDGLWLRQDOEORJV WKLQN:RUGSUHVV 
:KHQ\RXORJRQWR7XPEOU\RX¿UVWFRPHDFURVVWKH'DVKERDUGD
conglomeration of all posts from every blog you follow. These posts can
LQFOXGHYLGHRVSKRWRVDXGLR¿OHVWH[WSRVWVDQGJLIV DQLPDWLRQV %ORJV
FDQEHIRXQGRQDOOVXEMHFWVSROLWLFDOEORJVQDLODUWEORJVGRLW\RXUVHOI
EORJVVFLHQFHEORJV79EORJVDQGDUWEORJVDUHMXVWVRPHRIWKHIHDWXUHG
genres.
Many Townsend Harris students use Tumblr to show off their original
creative work.
<DVK6KDUPDVRSKRPRUHVDLG³,XVHP\7XPEOUPDLQO\DVDSRUWIROLRIRUP\GHVLJQV:KHQHYHUSHRSOHDVNWRVHHP\GHVLJQV,MXVWJLYH
WKHPWKDWOLQN,W¶VHDVLHUWKDQVHQGLQJLQGLYLGXDOSKRWRJUDSKV´<DVKFUHates graphic designs featuring Townsend Harris athletes and previously
ZRUNHGZLWK1LNHDGYHUWLVHUVLQDVXPPHULQWHUQVKLSSURJUDP
Tumblr is intended as a blog platform in which users post their own
original content in a structured, consistent manner, but in the past three
\HDUV7XPEOUKDVEORZQXSDPRQJVWWHHQDJHUVMXVWWU\LQJWRKDYHVRPH
online fun.
Fandom is a good example of fan-culture internet slang that Tumblr
KDVSRSXODUL]HG*HQHUDOO\DIDQGRPLVDFRPPXQLW\RIIDQVWKDWJHWV
really excited about certain shows, books, or movies like Doctor Who,
Harry Potter, or The Avengers. Many fans choose to publish their fan art,
IDQ¿FWLRQDQGIDQYLGHRVRQ7XPEOU7KHVLWHDOVRVHUYHVDVDPHVVDJH
board where fans discuss their theories and opinions on their fandoms.
,W LV QRW XQFRPPRQ WR VHH KHDWHG GHEDWHV YRLFHG E\ WZR YHU\ SDVVLRQate fans on the theme of brotherhood in The Avengers,IWKHLQWHUQHWLV
Townsend Harris then Tumblr is the humanities seminar and television is
continued on page 10

Science Olympiad team accelerates to the top
By Magdalena Grabos and Anna St.Clair
After long hours spent perfecting their robotic arm, late nights spent memorizing types of trees, and endless amounts of effort put into understanding diseases, the Science Olympiad team has achieved what many other teams could
not: a trophy at Regionals.
2Q)HEUXDU\7RZQVHQG+DUULVWRRN¿UVWSODFHDWWKH1HZ<RUN&LW\5HJLRQDO6FLHQFH2O\PSLDG&RPSHWLWLRQDW*URYHU&OHYHODQG+LJK6FKRRODIWHU
coming in third last year. Three teams represented the school, each composed of
¿IWHHQPHPEHUV2QHWHDPSODFHG¿UVWDQRWKHUVHYHQWKDQGWKHWKLUGFDPHLQ
eleventh. They received a total of 32 medals.
1LPURG*R]XPMXQLRUVDLG³:HZHUHDEOHWROHDYHZLWKRXUKHDGVKHOGKLJK
knowing that we are the best in the city.”
Senior and Science Olympiad club president Malavika Attur said that beFDXVHLWZDVKHUODVW\HDURQWKHWHDPVKHKDG³DQHYHQJUHDWHUUHDVRQWRZDQWWR
GRUHDOO\ZHOODQGJHW¿UVWSODFH´
At the daylong competition, students worked in groups of two or three. Some
events required them to take an exam, design an experiment or test their previously built designs. Events tested all branches of science including forensics,
chemistry, engineering, earth science and environmental science.
7KHSUHSDUDWLRQIRUWKHFRPSHWLWLRQZDV¿OOHGZLWKPDQ\DOOQLJKWVWXG\VHVVLRQVDQGVWXG\JURXSVDW%DUQHVDQG1REOHVPHUHZHHNVEHIRUHWKHFRPSHWLWLRQ2O\PSLDQVFRPSHWLQJLQWKHIRUHVWU\HYHQWFRXOGEHVSRWWHGÀLSSLQJWKURXJK
¿HOGJXLGHVPHPRUL]LQJGLIIHUHQWVSHFLHVRIWUHHVWKRVHFRPSHWLQJLQWKHURFNV
and minerals event closely studied charts and diagrams, knowing that small structural details could make a huge difference between an igneous and a sedimentary
rock.
³,WZDVGH¿QLWHO\DORWRIZRUN,KDGWRVWXG\DORWEXWLQWKHHQGLWZDVDOO
worth it,” said Musfera Khan, sophomore.
Regardless of the amount of hours spent studying, students realized that every part of the material could not be covered.

³:KHQ\RXDUHWKHUH\RXDUHDQ[LRXV´VDLGMXQLRU'HPHDUD7RUUHV³,VDZ
NLGVZKRZHUHLQP\HYHQWVDQG,ZDVOLNHµ2KP\*RG,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWWKH\¶UH
WDONLQJDERXW¶´
The nerves during the competition and the awards presentation morphed into
H[FLWHPHQWDIWHUWKHWHDP¶VZLQZDVDQQRXQFHG
7KLVZDVWKH¿UVWWLPHVLQFHWKDWD7++66FLHQFH2O\PSLDGWHDPZRQ
¿UVWSODFHDWWKHFLW\FKDPSLRQVKLSKDYLQJZRQRQO\WZLFHLQWKHSDVW
³7KHFRPSHWLWLRQLVDOZD\VVWLIIDWWKHWRS´VDLGDGYLVRU7KRPDV6DQJLRUJL
³7KHWHDPZDVPRUHSUHSDUHGDQGZRUNHGDVDFRKHVLYHWHDPWRGRPLQDWH´
:LWKWKLVYLFWRU\LQWKHLUSRFNHW¿IWHHQPHPEHUVZLOOEHFKRVHQIURPWKH
three teams to represent THHS at the state competition from April 12-13 in SyraFXVH1HZ<RUN:LWKWKHVWUHVVRIUHJLRQDOVEHKLQGWKHP0DULD0RMXQLRUVDLG
WKDWEHIRUHVKHFDQWKLQNDERXWQH[W\HDU¶VFRPSHWLWLRQVKHZLOOMXVW³IRFXVRQ
states.”
7KHVWDWHFRPSHWLWLRQZLOOEHDFKDOOHQJHDVWKH¿IW\¿YHEHVWWHDPVIURP
1HZ<RUN6WDWHUHJLRQVZLOOFRPHWRFRPSHWH/DVWWLPHWKH7++6WHDP¿QLVKHG
in 16th place, an all time high, but this year they are looking to beat that record.
7KHWHDPGRHVIHHORSWLPLVWLFWRZDUGVWKHVWDWHFRPSHWLWLRQ³,WKLQNZHKDYH
DSUHWW\JRRGFKDQFHDWVWDWHV:HSURYHGWREHWKHEHVWQHUGVLQWKHFLW\´VDLG
'HPHDUD
)UHVKPDQ-DVPLQH9ULWHHQMR\HGKHU¿UVW\HDURI6FLHQFH2O\PSLDGFLWLQJ
the family-like community and the feeling of accomplishment. As a freshman
VKHZLOOQRWEHSODFHGRQWKHVWDWHWHDPEXWVKHKDVWKHXWPRVWFRQ¿GHQFHLQ
KHUWHDPPDWHV³:HFDQNLFNVRPHEXWWDWVWDWHV:HKDYHVRPHYHU\GHGLFDWHG
people in the club.”
Mr. Sangiorgi feels nothing short of inspired by the passion evident in his
WHDP³,DPYHU\PRWLYDWHGE\HYHU\RQHDQGWKHLUHQWKXVLDVPIRUVFLHQFHDQG
this competition has motivated me to coach them. This team really touched my
KHDUWDQG,DPSURXGRIWKHPDOO´
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Common App forbids
freedom of expression

by Suswana Chowdhury
The 2013-2014 academic year seems to be a year of
changes. The fee for Advanced
Placement exams has increased,
a new culture section has been
added to the AP Spanish Exam,
and the global history regents
might become optional for students to receive their high school
diploma. And now, yet another
change was just announced - the
Common Application is removing the “topic of your choice”
essay option.
For years, the Common App
has represented a pillar of consistency in its essay topics. The
suggested prompts never varied,
and there was always the option
of “topic of your choice,” which
allowed applicants free reign for
a maximum of 500 words. Starting this fall, the new Common
App will be web-only with a
strict 650 word limit (minimum
is 250 words) and an entirely different set of essay questions.
The personal statement allows students to differentiate
themselves from all the other
applicants and allow the admisVLRQV RIÀFHU WR VHH EH\RQG WKH
numbers. A successful essay is
one that most effectively captures the student’s voice and
works the best when the applicant is given the freedom to
speak passionately about what
is important to him or her. The

most obvious option would then
be “topic of your choice.” The
elimination of this prompt suppresses creativity as it forces students to develop essays within a
limited framework, making student essays more common. AdPLVVLRQV RIÀFHV ZLOO QRZ KDYH
to read even more of the same
half-dozen topics ad nauseum.
Students going through the application process want to portray
their individuality. The Common
App is continuing to conform
to the increasingly omnipresent idea of standardization in all
things school related.
The Common App recently
UHOHDVHGÀYHQHZHVVD\SURPSWV
for the 2013-2014 admissions
VHDVRQ7KH ÀUVW SURPSW ZKLFK
asks for a story that is so central to the applicant’s identity
that their application would be
incomplete without it, seems to
be the Common App’s compromise with students for the “topic
of your choice.” So yes, one of
the new questions does provide
VRPH ÁH[LELOLW\ DQG \HV LW LV
quite possible that students may
be able to show their individuality within a limited framework.
The question still remains however: what was the harm in allowing students to check off a
box that indicated their essay did
QRWÀWWKHHVWDEOLVKHGFKRLFHV"

DOE medical policies in
need of a new prescription
by Catherine Moskos
A school simply isn’t a school without a nurse. We’ve all found ourselves at
WKHQXUVH·VRIÀFHDWRQHWLPHRUDQRWKHUQHHGLQJDFRWWRUHVWRQRUZRUGVLQZKLFK
WRÀQGFRPIRUW
It seems that school nurses do more than just send us home when our foreheads seem a little too warm. They provide services to students with documented,
diagnosed needs and give referrals to parents/guardians when they feel that further assessment of an illness is needed. Nurses look after students with acute
and chronic health problems and implement their prescribed services. The school
nurse is expected to routinely assess the physical environment of the school and
suggest actions to improve health and safety.
School nurses can do all these things but one thing they can’t do is give you
an Advil or Tylenol when you ask for it. Nurses can administer medication only
when an appropriately licensed health care provider or parent/guardian prescribes
LW6RGRQ·WVHHNUHOLHIIURPKHDGDFKHVFUDPSVDQGWKHOLNHLQWKHQXUVH·VRIÀFH
But let’s look at the student body of Townsend Harris, or rather, any high
school at all. Ages in a high school typically range from fourteen to eighteen and
a typical high school student by his/her senior year is likely to be allowed to drive
DFDUZRUNDSSO\WRFROOHJHHYHQYRWH,VWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQ·V2IÀFH
of School Health telling me that I can drive and vote but not be allowed to ask for
VRPH,EXSURIHQWRUHOLHYHDKHDGDFKHORQJHQRXJKWRJHWWKURXJKD/DWLQH[DP"
I can’t help thinking that maybe if a nurse was able to administer some Tylenol or Advil at a student’s request, we could get rid of the possibility of a student
accidently overdosing on his or her own, which could cause internal bleeding or
liver damage.
Drugs like Tylenol and Advil aren’t allowed in schools but can we really preYHQWVWXGHQWVIURPEULQJLQJWKHPIURPKRPH",KRSHWKDWWKLVVFKRRO·VDGPLQLVWUDtion and the Department of Education understands that students bring these drugs
into school every day and administer these drugs to each other.
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve walked into the girl’s bathroom and have
KHDUG´$Q\ERG\KDYHVRPH$GYLO",·YHJRWNLOOHUFUDPSVµRQO\WRVHHVRRQDIWHU
students taking these pain relievers from each other.
I’d hope that students only would take a Tylenol pill from someone they trust
but wouldn’t it be safer to have the luxury of taking medication from a trained
DGXOW ZKR ZRXOG FDUHIXOO\ DGPLQLVWHU WKH SURFHVV" 6RXQGV OLNH LW ZRXOG EH WR
me.
,WKLQNWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQ·V2IÀFHRI6FKRRO+HDOWKVKRXOGEHPRUH
lenient with high school students when it comes to medication.
It’s time to lengthen the leash and hand over the pills.

Doesn’t anyone at THHS want to be a circus trainer?
Children don’t want to disappoint their parents
by rebelling against their desires. Call me an optimist,
but I think a large percentage of the school
is respectful and courteous, having been
brought up that way. Knowingly, parents
believe that they possess the ability to control the future of their child. Having a doctor or a lawyer in the family can instantly
give parents bragging rights, a guarantee
that their child is well-off and educated,
and the belief that they’ve turned out to be
VXFFHVVIXODVSDUHQWDOÀJXUHV
There’s nothing wrong with becoming
a doctor or a lawyer if that’s what you really want to do in life. But when people
sketches out your entire existence accordLQJ WR WKHLU RZQ GHVLUHV VRPHWKLQJ GHÀnitely must have gone awry.
How can the child possibly be happy
if he doesn’t get the chance to discover what
KHZDQWVDQGKRZKHZDQWVWRDFFRPSOLVKLW":KDW
about all the other professions that don’t even get conVLGHUHGEHFDXVHRIWKHLUK\SRWKHWLFDOORZVWDWXUHV"
Will the creativity, courage and spontaneity disDSSHDUIURPWKLVJHQHUDWLRQFRPSOHWHO\":KDWDERXW
all the other vocations, from marine biologists to
FLUFXVWUDLQHUVWRPDNHXSDUWLVWV"7KHUH·VVRPXFK
more out there.
If we cannot truly “think outside of the box”
when it comes to our futures then can we really claim
to be the unique, creative, and artistic school we are
NQRZQWREH"
Images courtesy of engagedaging.org and wikimedia

by Yelena Dzhanova
Townsend Harris seems unique to strangers, or
The answer lies in the parents of each child.
perhaps we only like to think that we’re unique.
Parents shove their kids in these directions, pushing
We have themed music blaring
in the hallways instead of loud, obnoxious bells dismissing the classrooms. Teachers assign sporadic
collaterals as opposed to regular
projects. Freshmen are required to
WDNHDZULWLQJFODVVIRUWKHÀUVWVHmester, and it becomes a prerequisite for sophomores and juniors to
take Latin or Greek as a full year
course.
Nonetheless, while students
may be different in their intrigues
DQG VW\OHV WKH ÀQDO UHVXOWV QHYHU
change. Each student’s goal coincides with that of every otherthei
kid at Townsend: education stands
as a top priority for the majority of
$UHWKHVHWKHRQO\YRFDWLRQDORSWLRQVIRUVHULRXVVWXGHQWVKHUH"
the 1,100 students attending.
Most of the students I speak with seem to want a them to get the best possible education so they may
FDUHHULQHLWKHUWKHPHGLFDOÀHOGDVDGRFWRUVSHFLDO- be able to become a renowned (and well-paid) doctor
L]LQJLQDVSHFLÀFDUHDRULQWKHÀHOGRIODZVHUYLQJDV or a renowned (and well-paid) lawyer.
an attorney to protect and represent the Bill of Rights.
Granted, they seem to always have the best
These professions, deemed as the “highest paying” or thoughts in mind for their child, but what becomes of
the “most intelligent,” lure students into thinking that the world when all creativity is lost and each mind is
they are the sole career options available.
QRGLIIHUHQWIURPWKHQH[W"
But things are different in Townsend Harris;
It’s often said that “Great minds think alike.”
these kids know what they’re getting into when they
No. I don’t think so. Great minds are supposed
arrive, so what could ignite these predictable, but to be distinguished and individualized, but we can’t
FRPSODFHQWDPELWLRQV"
have that if everyone goes after the same thing.

OPINION
sound off!
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Lack of time limits grade accuracy
Townsend Harris students are used to being able to relax the day they get
WKHLUÀUVWPDUNLQJSHULRGUHSRUWFDUGV1RDQ[LRXVVZHDWRUQHUYHVDFFRPSDQLHG
your walk to receive your report card because the truth of the matter is, unless
\RXWUXO\GLGSRRUO\LQWKHÀUVWWHUP\RXZLOOEHUHFHLYLQJDQ6,W·VDOPRVWVWDQdard procedure for Townsend teachers that students who are somewhere within
the 80 - 94 range of grades will get an S on their report cards. Most teachers don’t
OLNHWRJLYHRXW(·VIHDULQJWKDWWKHVWXGHQWZLOOHLWKHUKDYHDQLQÁDWHGYLHZRI
their grades or that they won’t have anything to aspire to in the coming terms.
,W·VDGLIÀFXOWOLQHWRZDONDQGWKHUHFHQWGHFLVLRQWRVKLIWIURPOHWWHUJUDGHVWR
QXPEHUJUDGHVFRPHVZLWKÁDZVDQGDGYDQWDJHV
The inherent idea to retire the letter grades in favor of numbers, as we have
in every marking period, is a good one. It removes the almost casual nature of the
ÀUVWPDUNLQJSHULRGRQHWKDWVWXGHQWVPD\YLHZDVDWLPHZKHQWKH\GRQ·WKDYH
to try as hard. There shouldn’t be any reason that one marking period would mean
less to a student. Teachers will most likely (or should most likely) already have
numbers that they’ve calculated for that student that they are trying to convert to
a neat, square letter.
7KHSUREOHPZLWKWKLVLVWKHWLPHIDFWRU7HFKQLFDOO\WKHÀUVWPDUNLQJSHULRG LV DERXW ÀYH ZHHNV ORQJ %XW ZKHQ \RX IDFWRU LQ DQ\ SURJUDP FKDQJHV
days off from school, or anything that disturbs a teaching schedule, it amounts to

Artwork by Nadia Ali

From the Editors

about three and a half
weeks.
For some subjects,
this is plenty of time
to assign several assessments, tests, and
graded homeworks to
amount to a grade that is indicative of a student’s progress.
%XWWKHUHDUHFRXUVHVWKDWZRXOGKDYHJUHDWHUGLIÀFXOW\VTXHH]LQJLQHQRXJK
assignments to accurately assess a student. Teachers and students alike now feel
stressed to be producing enough graded material in time for them to hand their
grades in. And this marking period is markedly shorter than the two that follow it
(about ten days shorter), creating another trial for us all to go through.
While Townsend Harris should be making the steps for uniform grading all
year round, the timing of our grading could use another look.
A quarter system, with two quarters per semester could ease the woes of
cramming work into a short time frame, and allow for more frequent progress
reports, which is essentially, what a report card is without all the fear attached.
We have plenty of options for assigning grades, and we don’t have to stop
here.

For and Against
FOR controlling guns in America AGAINST gun control
by Stephanie Geier

tally ill son, if Nancy Lanza wasn’t allowed to
7KHVHPLDXWRPDWLF%XVKPDVWHUULÁH$GDP RZQ WKDW %XVKPDVWHU LQ WKH ÀUVW SODFH $GDP
Lanza used during the Sandy Hook shooting Lanza would not have obtained it.
Simply making it harder to obtain a gun
was a version of the same guns American troops
used during the Vietnam War. The gun can kill through background checks won’t entirely help
because you’ll never be able to sort out those
up to six people per second.
Think about it: an everyday teenager had who’ll go on shooting sprees from those who
won’t.
easy access to a high-kill military weapon.
James Holmes was a normal college student
It’s because of this outrageously easy access to such guns that their ownership must be with no more than a speeding ticket on his crimlimited. In response to this, President Obama re- LQDOUHFRUGDQGSV\FKRORJLVWVDUHVWLOOEDIÁHGDV
cently proposed legislation that would reinstate to why he did what he did. While it may have
a ban on assault weapons. However, gun advo- looked suspicious that he was stocking up on
cates won’t stand for this, adamantly justifying guns, there are plenty of people, such as Nancy
WKHLU VHOÀVK ¶QHHG· IRU JXQV ZLWK XQVXEVWDQWLDO Lanza herself, who own multiple guns for defense and recreation. Thus, background checks
reasons.
Most gun advocates justify assault weapon won’t always be accurate. If Holmes and Lanza
ownership with their automatic mantra of “exer- were limited to handguns, however, the shootcising their Second Amendment rights.” How- ings would have been less fatal.
Some gun activists even hope to increase
ever, doing something simply because you can
is not a reason, and just goes to show you don’t gun ownership by arming teachers. This is absurd, and only makes guns more accessible to
QHHGKLJKFDSDFLW\JXQVLQWKHÀUVWSODFH
More sensibly, gun activists claim they use mass murderers. Besides, how would you feel
guns for defense, and I admit, I can see how walking into math class knowing your teacher
they’d be useful. Protective handguns may be KDGDJXQLQWKHLUEDFNSRFNHW"$VVHHQRQWKH
RQHWKLQJEXWDVVDXOWULÁHVDUHFRPSOHWHO\XQ- news, teachers can be just as disturbed as students. Why wouldn’t they channel this through
necessary.
These monstrous weapons have one pur- DJXQDVZHOO"
In addition to banning assault weapons, the
pose: to slaughter masses of people at a time,
and are thus reserved for the military. Who do government should make it harder for people to
we, everyday citizens, expect to be attacked REWDLQDQ\RWKHUNLQGRIJXQVSHFLÀFDOO\WKRVH
of high caliber. A more thorough background
E\"
Gun activists believe that one day, we may check should be instituted for gun buyers and
have to protect ourselves from the government, there should be a limit on the number of guns a
because when countries like Nazi Germany and person can own: what was Nancy Lanza doing
Stalinist Russia were disarmed, the people were ZLWKRYHUIRXUJXQV"
The fact of the matter is that, just like any
unable to retaliate against government abuse.
However, at the time, Germany and Russia were other law, gun legislation will never be 100%
under oppressive dictatorships. America, con- effective. Such legislation will, however, make
versely, is a democracy, with three branches of it harder for these guns to be obtained and thus
government limiting everything the president limit the number of shootings that occur.
The lack of gun restrictions in the U.S. must
does. If assault weapons were banned in the
U.S., Americans would not meet the same fate. be taken care of immediately.
It’s time to rid ourselves of the fantasy that
And as for recreational purposes, there are
it’s the person, not the gun, that kills. While unfar less lethal weapons one can use.
Perhaps an improved mental health system predictable human emotions and mental tendenwould decrease the number of mass shootings. cies aren’t always in our control, gun ownership
But look at it this way: although she had a men- is.

by Isaac Pulatov

by Igor Portnoi
In the wake of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut, the status of the Second
Amendment has come into question. Liberals argue that
people should not have an absolute right to bear arms because
of the dangers such a right poses to others. The conservative
view is to uphold the Second Amendment fully. I believe this
is the correct viewpoint.
Requiring a background check on all gun sales does not
prevent a black market from starting. From 1920-1933, a ban
was placed on purchasing alcohol. Little was done to enforce
the 18th amendment and although levels of alcohol decreased,
HYHQWXDOO\ WKH GHDOLQJV RI JURXSV OLNH WKH 0DÀD DQG FRUUXSW
JRYHUQPHQWRIÀFLDOVPDGHLWLPSRVVLEOHIRUWKHODZWREHHIfective.
Consider the success of drug laws in this country as well.
After years of this prohibition, suddenly medical marijuana has
been legalized in 18 states and two states have eased their marijuana laws even further. Many Democrats who favor prohibiting guns from being bought by much of the population also
believe that the War on Drugs has been a dismal failure and
should be ended to allow people the freedom to make their own
decisions about drug choices.
If we as a country could not control alcohol or drugs, how
FDQZHH[SHFWWRFRQWUROJXQVDGHTXDWHO\"
From 2011-2012, the Social Security Administration reportedly purchased 174,000 hollow point rounds. According
to the administration, these purchases were made just in case
the banks run dry and civil unrest occurs, but isn’t that what
ZH KDYH WKH SROLFH DQG 6:$7 IRU"7KH 1DWLRQDO 2FHDQLF
and Atmospheric Administration purchased 46,000 rounds and
326,000 rounds went to the Department of Agriculture. Why
GRZHQHHGVRPXFKSURWHFWLRQIRUÀVKWRPDWRHVDQGUHWLUHment plans while law abiding citizens can’t even buy a round
WRSURWHFWWKHPVHOYHV"
Although I disagree with most of the gun control proposals, some sound more reasonable than others. Limiting assault
weapons, for example, is legitimate; there really is no reason
IRUDSHUVRQWRKDYHDFFHVVWRVXFKODUJHÀUHSRZHUIRUSXUHO\
recreational purposes. Providing funding to law enforcement
to control gun violence is also a good idea, which will only
provide positive effects and may actually reduce gun violence.
But we must remember, no matter what, gun control can never
be totally successful due to the complex nature of our society.
All in all, if a decision cannot be reached, I propose to keep
the laws as they are. Shootings will happen every day no matter what. If the problem cannot be solved due to the potentials
of a black market coming into existence and increasing in inÁXHQFHWKHFDVHVKRXOGEHFORVHG
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Report card reactions

Changes in junior college trip

continued from Page 1

By Ella Leviyeva
6WXGHQWVRIWHQVD\WKDWWKH\NQHZWKH\ZDQWHGWRDWWHQGDVSHFLÀFFROOHJHZKHQ
WKH\ VWHSSHG RQWR WKH FDPSXV JRW D FHUWDLQ IHHOLQJ DQG WROG WKHPVHOYHV ´7KLV LV
ZKHUH,ZDQWWRVSHQGIRXU\HDUVRIP\OLIHµ$QLPSRUWDQWZD\WRVHHLIDVFKRROLV
WKHULJKWSODFHLVWRYLVLWPDQ\FDPSXVHV)RUWKHSDVWIHZ\HDUVFROOHJHWULSVKDYH
EHHQKRVWHGIRUMXQLRUVWRH[SORUHWKHFDPSXVHVRIUHJLRQVEH\RQG1HZ<RUN&LW\
$VRSSRVHGWRSUHYLRXV\HDUVLQZKLFKWKHFROOHJHWULSZDVDZHHNHQGORQJWULSZLWK
RYHUQLJKWVWD\VWKHFROOHJHWULSWKLV\HDUZLOOEHEURNHQXSLQWRWKUHHVHSDUDWHGD\
WULSV
6RFLDOVWXGLHVWHDFKHU)UDQFR6FDUGLQRVWDUWHGWKHSURJUDPZLWKIRUPHUFROOHJH
DGYLVRU0V7HDJXH0U6FDUGLQRVDLG´7KHJRDOZDVWRH[SRVHNLGVWRGLIIHUHQWFROOHJHVDQGFROOHJHVHWWLQJVWRJLYHWKHPDQLGHDRIZKDWWKHHQYLURQPHQWLVOLNH7KHVH
WRXUVSURYLGHVWXGHQWVZLWKRSSRUWXQLWLHVWRKDYHLQIRUPDWLRQDOVHVVLRQVµ
´:H UDQ WKUHH WULSVµ FRQWLQXHG 0U 6FDUGLQR ´2QH FRQWDLQHG WKH VFKRROV EHWZHHQ 1HZ +DYHQ DQG %RVWRQ DQRWKHU LQ 8SVWDWH 1HZ<RUN YLVLWLQJ WKH SULYDWH
VFKRROVDQG681<VDQGWKHODVWRQHZDVIURP3KLODGHOSKLDWR:DVKLQJWRQ'&
$IWHU0V7HDJXHOHIWDQGWKHFROOHJHRIÀFHFORVHG0U6FDUGLQRFRQWLQXHGKRVWLQJWKHWULSVXQWLOODVW\HDUZKHQWKHJXLGDQFHGHSDUWPHQWDQGFROOHJHFRXQVHORUVWRRN
RYHUWKHUHVSRQVLELOLW\
$VVLVWDQW 3ULQFLSDO RI 3XSLO 3HUVRQQHO 6HUYLFHV 9HURQLFD <RUN VDLG ´9LVLWLQJ
VFKRROVLVLPSRUWDQWLWJLYHVVWXGHQWVZD\VWRYLHZVFKRROVZLWKWKHLUIULHQGVDQG
ZLWKSURIHVVLRQDOVSURELQJWKHPLQWKHULJKWGLUHFWLRQµ
:KHQ DVNHG DERXW WKH FKDQJH IURP D ZHHNHQG WULS WR GD\ WULSV 0V<RUN H[SODLQHG´7KHVHWULSVDUHSUHWW\H[SHQVLYHDQGZH·UHWU\LQJWREULQJLWXQGHUDV
RSSRVHGWRWKHRYHUVWXGHQWVZRXOGSD\IRUDZHHNHQGORQJWULS7KHJRDOLVWR
VFKHGXOHWKUHHYHU\GLIIHUHQWDUHDVDQGH[SORUHWKHFROOHJHVLQWKDWUHJLRQDQGKRSHIXOO\DSSHDOWRPRUHVWXGHQWVµ
683UHVLGHQWDQGIRUPHU-XQLRU&ODVV3UHVLGHQW-DVRQ0LOOVDVVLVWHG0U6FDUGLQR
LQSODQQLQJWKHFROOHJHZHHNHQG
´,WKLQNWKDWWKHUHLVDQXSDQGGRZQVLGHWRWKLVQHZLGHDµVDLG-DVRQ´,WDOORZV
IRUPRUHSHRSOHWRJRRQWKHWULSDWPRUHDIIRUGDEOHFRVWVZKLFKLVDPD]LQJ+RZHYHULWDOVRGLPLQLVKHVDNH\DVSHFWRIWKHFROOHJHWULSVHHLQJPDQ\GLIIHUHQWW\SHVRI
FDPSXVHV(YHU\RQHLVQRWJRLQJWRJHWLQWR+DUYDUG%RVWRQ&ROOHJHRU:HVOH\DQ
EXWWKHVHFROOHJHVRIIHUYHU\GLIIHUHQWH[SHULHQFHVDQGLWLVQLFHIRUVWXGHQWVWRH[SHULHQFHDP\ULDGRIFROOHJHHQYLURQPHQWVEHIRUHWKH\DFWXDOO\FKRRVHµ
3DUHQW &RRUGLQDWRU 'DIQH 0DQKDUW ZKR RIWHQ FKDSHURQHV WKHVH FROOHJH WULSV

photo by Catherine Moskos

WKDWZLOOPRVWOLNHO\JUHDWO\ÀXFWXDWH´
)HOORZ6RFLDO6WXGLHVWHDFKHU$OL]D6KHUPDQVDLG³,DOZD\VKDYHQXPEHUVIRUP\VWXGHQWVEXW$3:RUOGLVDFRXUVHWKDWJHWVKDUGHUDVWKHVHPHVWHUSURJUHVVHV$VWXGHQWPLJKWJHWDIRUWKH¿UVWPDUNLQJSHULRGDQGWKHQ
JHWDIRUWKHVHFRQGRQH7KDW¶VMXVWEHFDXVHWKHFRXUVHLVJHWWLQJKDUGHU
,GRQ¶WZDQWVWXGHQWVWRWKLQNWKDWWKH\DUHGRLQJZRUVHQRUGR,ZDQWWKH
SDUHQWVWRJHWDVLPLODUO\ZURQJLPSUHVVLRQ´
9HURQLFD <RUN $VVLVWDQW 3ULQFLSDO RI 3XSLO 3HUVRQQHO 6HUYLFHV VDLG
³1XPEHUVDUHGH¿QLWLYH6RDWWKDWSRLQW\RXUJUDGHLVDFFXUDWH,I\RXJHW
DJUDGHRQDWHVWDWWKDWPRPHQWWKDWLV\RXUJUDGH0DUFKVWLVWKHHQG
RI¿UVWPDUNLQJSHULRG5HSRUWFDUGJUDGHVJRRXWWKHWK<RX¶OOKDYHD
QXPHULFDOJUDGHWRNQRZKRZZHOO\RX¶UHGRLQJ<RX¶YHEHHQLQVFKRROLQ
DPRQWK,IZHZDLWDQ\ORQJHUZHZLOOKDYHWRZDLWXQWLO0D\:RXOGQ¶WD
VWXGHQWZDQWWRNQRZPRUHWKDQDQ6RUDQ(EHIRUH0D\",W¶VHDVLHUWR¿[
\RXUVHOIZHHNVLQWKDQPRQWKVLQ´
,QUHVSRQVHWRTXHVWLRQVDERXWZKHWKHURUQRWQXPHULFDOJUDGHVZLOOVWUHVV
VWXGHQWVRXW0V<RUNUHSOLHG³$QXPEHULVVFDULHUEXWLI\RXJRWDQ6DQG
\RXDFWXDOO\JRWDQ\RX¶UHOLYLQJLQGHQLDO,I\RXJRWDQDQG\RXZDQW
EHWWHU\RXQRZKDYHDFRQFUHWHJUDGHDQGDSRLQWWRLPSURYHIURP´
3ULQFLSDO$QWKRQ\%DUEHWWDVDLG³0RVWLIQRWDOOVFKRROVJLYHQXPEHU
JUDGHV6WXGHQWVKDYHWKHULJKWWRNQRZH[DFWO\KRZWKH\¶UHGRLQJ$Q6FDQ
EHDRU3DUHQWVQHHGWRNQRZWRR´
0V)HHDGGHG³,IDVWXGHQWJHWVDOO6VZKHUHGR\RXVHQG\RXUSDUHQWV
>IRU3DUHQW7HDFKHUFRQIHUHQFHV@",I\RXUSDUHQWRQO\JHWVWRVHHWHDFKHUV
KRZGR\RXSLFNRXWRI"7KH6PLJKWEHDLQKLVWRU\RUDQLQ/DWLQ,I
WKHUHZDVDQXPEHUSDUHQWVZRXOGZDLWIRUFHUWDLQWHDFKHUVDQGNQRZZKLFK
RQHVDUHSULRULWLHVWRVHH´
3ULQFLSDO%DUEHWWDVDLG³WRZHHNVVKRXOGEHHQRXJKLQIRUPDWLRQWR
JLYHDQXPEHUJUDGH,WKLQNWKLVGHFLVLRQZLOOKHOSSDUHQWVVWXGHQWVDQG
WHDFKHUV7KHRQO\UHDVRQIRURSSRVLWLRQLVWKDWWKHWHDFKHUVPLJKWQRWWKLQN
WKH\KDYHHQRXJKGDWD,WKLQNZHHNVZLWKRQHWHVWHYHU\WZRZHHNVDQG
HQRXJKKRPHZRUNFODVVZRUNDQGTXL]]HVZLOODOORZWKHWHDFKHUWRJLYHD
YDOLGQXPHULFDODVVHVVPHQW´
(QJOLVKWHDFKHU-RVHSK&DQ]RQHULWKLQNVWKHPDUNLQJSHULRGLVWRREULHI
IRUKLPWRDVVLJQDQXPEHUJUDGHWRLW³$VDSDUHQW,XQGHUVWDQGWKHQHHGIRU
SUHFLVLRQLQJUDGLQJEXWDWWKHVDPHWLPHWKHJUDGHLVEDVHGRQVXFKDEULHI
VDPSOHRIJUDGHVDQGOHVVRQVWKDWLWVRQO\DQDFFXUDWHFRPPHQWRQKRZZHOO
WKHVWXGHQWKDVGRQHIRUDEULHISHULRGRIWLPHDQGWKHUHIRUHLVQ¶WYHU\UHOLDEOH´
-RKQ7VDL3K\VLFVWHDFKHUVDLG³,ZLVKWKHPDUNLQJSHULRGZDVDOLWWOH
ORQJHUE\DERXWZHHN´
9DULRXVVWXGHQWVVKDUHGVWURQJRSLQLRQVRQWKLVFKDQJH
³,KDWHWKLVLGHDVRPXFK,ZDQWWRFU\DQGJRLQDKROHLQ$ODVND´VDLG
VRSKRPRUH'DMD1DVLE³,¶PXVHGWRWKH¿UVWWHUPEHLQJHDVLHU1RZWKH\¶UH
MXVWFUDPPLQJLQWHVWV´
³,W¶VKRUULEOH´VDLG6HQLRU6DUD&OHPHQWH³:KHQ\RXVHHDOHWWHUJUDGH
\RXKDYHKRSHEXWZKHQ\RXVHHDQXPEHUJUDGH\RXIHHOOLNH\RXFDQQHYHU
JHWLWXS´
0DQ\VWXGHQWVEHOLHYHWKDWWKHPDUNLQJSHULRGLVWRRVKRUWDQGWHDFKHUV
DUHUXVKLQJWRJLYHLQWHVWV
6RSKRPRUH,JRU3RUWQRLFRPPHQWHG³,GRQ¶WWKLQNLWZLOOKHOSXVEHFDXVHLWIRUFHVWHDFKHUVWRFUDPWHVWVRQFHUWDLQGD\V>2QH)ULGD\@VWXGHQWV
KDGWKUHHRUIRXUWHVWV,WIRUFHVPRUHSUHVVXUHRQXVWRGRRXUEHVW´
-XQLRU &KULVWLDQ &DVWUR DJUHHV ³,W¶V WRR PXFK VWUHVV RQ VWXGHQWV DQG
WHDFKHUVWRJLYHDOOWKHLUWHVWVRQDGD\OLNHD)ULGD\WKHGD\VWXGHQWVMXVW
ZDQWWRJRKRPH3OXVWKH¿UVWUHSRUWFDUGGRHVQ¶WFRXQWDQGQRWDORWRI
VWXGHQWVFDUHDERXWLW´
-XQLRU%ULDQ9DQVD\V³,QRXUPLVVLRQVWDWHPHQWLWVWDWHVµ7KHPLVVLRQ
RI7RZQVHQG+DUULV+LJK6FKRROLVWRIRVWHUDORYHRIOHDUQLQJ¶EXWLQVWLWXWLQJVDLGV\VWHPZRXOGFRQWUDGLFWVDLGVWDWHPHQW7KLVV\VWHPZRXOGFUHDWH
PRUHSUHVVXUHRQWKHVWXGHQWV,IHHOWKDWLWZRXOGPRUHOLNHO\IRVWHUDKDWUHG
RIOHDUQLQJUDWKHUWKDQDORYH´
6RPHVWXGHQWVVXFKDVVRSKRPRUH=DFKDULDK2RLDJUHHZLWKWKHGHFLVLRQ
³,WKLQNLW¶VJUHDWWKDWZHVWDUWRIIZLWKQXPEHUJUDGHVEHFDXVHLWIRUFHVVWXGHQWVWREHFRPHPXFKPRUHVHULRXVDERXWWKHLU¿UVWPDUNLQJSHULRG
JUDGHV,GRQ¶WWKLQNSHRSOHVKRXOGEHDEOHWRVLPSO\VKUXJRIIWKHLUDFDGHPLF
SHUIRUPDQFHMXVWEHFDXVHWKHJUDGHVWKH\DUHJHWWLQJDUHQ¶WQXPEHUV1RWWR
PHQWLRQLWZRXOGEHHDVLHUIRUXVDVVWXGHQWVWR¿QGRXWKRZZHOOZH¶UHGRLQJE\ORRNLQJDWVSHFL¿FQXPEHUVLQVWHDGRIOHWWHUVWKDWUHSUHVHQWDZLGH
UDQJHRIJUDGHV´
$QRWKHUVLGHWRWKLVGHFLVLRQLVWKHLPSDFWLWKDVRQFROOHJHDSSOLFDQWV
³7KLVKHOSVHDUO\GHFLVLRQVWXGHQWV7KH(VDQG6VPHDQQRWKLQJWRWKH
FROOHJHV,IWKH\VHH\RXJHWWLQJJRRGJUDGHVWKH\¶UHPRUHOLNHO\WRDFFHSW
\RX$OORXUVWXGHQWVDUHFRPSHWLQJZLWKDOOWKHRWKHUKLJKVFKRROVLQ1HZ
<RUN &LW\ 2WKHU VWXGHQWV DUH VXEPLWWLQJ V DQG V DQG ZH¶UH VXEPLWWLQJ(VDQG6V1XPHULFDOJUDGHVJLYHFROOHJHVPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ´VDLG0V
<RUN

<DOH8QLYHUVLW\RQDSDVWFROOHJHWRXUWULS

VDLG´7KHVHWULSVDUHYHU\LPSRUWDQW0\WZRVRQVGLGQRWKDYHWKLVRSSRUWXQLW\ZKHQ
WKH\DWWHQGHGKLJKVFKRROZKLFKLVZK\,JRRQWKHPQRZ,XVHGWRWHOOP\VRQV¶$
EXLOGLQJLVDEXLOGLQJ·EXWP\VRQZRXOGDUJXHDQGVD\¶1RPRP\RXJHWDIHHOLQJ
DQGWKDWIHHOLQJUHDOO\PDWWHUVLWUHDOO\LPSDFWV\RXUGHFLVLRQ·µ
-XQLRU'DQLHO<DFDUVDLG´7KHSRLQWRIWKLVWULSLVWRZDONWKURXJKWKHFROOHJH
H[SHULHQFHDQGWRKHOSXQLWHWKHMXQLRUJUDGH,DPQRWSODQQLQJRQDWWHQGLQJWKLVWULS
EHFDXVHSDUWRIWKHIXQLVVOHHSLQJDZD\IURPKRPHIRUDZHHNHQGDQGH[SHULHQFLQJ
DUHDOWDVWHRIFROOHJHµ
$UYLQGHU6LQJKVHQLRUVDLG´2QHRIWKHVFKRROVZHYLVLWHGODVW\HDUZDV%RVWRQ
8QLYHUVLW\DQGHYHUVLQFHYLVLWLQJWKHFDPSXV,UHDOL]HGWKDWLWZDVRQHRIP\WRSRSWLRQV7KLVWULSZDVIXQGDPHQWDOWRZDUGVP\GHFLVLRQPDNLQJSURFHVVµ
0DUFR*DOODJKHUVHQLRUSUHIHUVWKHZHHNHQGWULS´3HUVRQDOO\DIWHUDWWHQGLQJ
VDLGWULS,IHHOOLNHVSOLWWLQJLWXSZRXOGQ·WEHDVHIIHFWLYHRUIXQ<RX·GEHVHHLQJOHVV
FROOHJHVSHUWULSDQGZRXOGQ·WEHDEOHWRFRPSDUHWKHPDVHDVLO\µ
6HQLRU*DEULHOOD1L\D]RYVD\V´*URXSLQJDOOWKHFROOHJHVDQGVHHLQJDOOWKHSRVVLELOLWLHVRSHQV\RXUPLQGXSWRPRUHWKDQZKDW\RXLQLWLDOO\KDG\RXUPLQGVHWRQµ
1RWHYHU\RQHIHOWOLNHDZHHNHQGDZD\ZLWKFODVVPDWHVZDVHVVHQWLDOWRPDNLQJ
DGHFLVLRQ´,GLGQ·WDWWHQGWKHFROOHJHWULSDVDMXQLRUµVDLG6HQLRU/DXUD2·6KHD
´EXWLWVWLOOGLGQ·WLPSDFWP\FROOHJHSURFHVVDV,ZDVVWLOODEOHWRFKRRVHWKHVFKRROV
WKDWZHUHEHVWIRUPH$OWKRXJKLWZRXOGKDYHEHHQDJRRGH[SHULHQFH,·PVWLOOYHU\
KDSS\ZLWKP\GHFLVLRQµ
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The bands between bands: how the bell music is selected
By Mehr Kaur, Roxanne Lewis, Vickie Savvides, and Beata Warchol
8SEHDWVORZDQGVRPHWLPHVJURRY\VRQJVEODVWWKURXJKWKHRYHUKHDGVSHDNHUVDW7RZQVHQG+DUULV+LJK6FKRRODVVWXGHQWVUXVKWRJHWWRWKHLUFODVVHVRQ
WLPH,WLVDWUDGLWLRQDW7RZQVHQG+DUULVWRKHDUPXVLFLQVWHDGRIEHOOV,WLVDOVR
WUDGLWLRQIRUVWXGHQWVDQGWHDFKHUVWRVWDUHDWHDFKRWKHURQDQ\JLYHQGD\DQGDVN
´:KRFKRVHWKLV"µ
3HUKDSVLWVKRXOGFRPHDVQRVKRFNWKDW0V)HH$VVLVWDQW3ULQFLSDORI2UJDQL]DWLRQLVDWWKHERWWRPRIWKDWTXHVWLRQ$OWKRXJKVKHLVQRWQHFHVVDULO\WKH
SHUVRQZKRFKRRVHVWKHDFWXDOVRQJVWKHÀQDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\IDOOVWRKHURIÀFH
ZKHUHDQHDUE\&'SOD\HUSURYLGHVWKHVFKRRO·VVLJQDWXUHVRXQGVIRUSDVVLQJ
0V)HHH[SODLQHG´6RPHWLPHVVWDIIPHPEHUVJHWLGHDVDQGEULQJFGVVRPHWLPHVVWXGHQWVJHWLGHDVDQGWKH\UHTXHVWWKDWLWEHIRUWKHRFFDVLRQ6WXGHQWVKDYH
DOVRUHTXHVWHGPXVLFWREHSOD\HGWKDWFRPPHPRUDWHVWKHGHDWKRIDPXVLFLDQLQ
WKHSDVW7KHUHTXHVWXVXDOO\JRHVWRWKHSULQFLSDOÀUVWWKHQWRPHµ
7UDGLWLRQDOO\FODVVLFDOPXVLFSOD\VWRVLJQDOWKHFKDQJHRIEDQGVEXWMD]]
DQGLQVWUXPHQWDOYHUVLRQVRISRSXODUVRQJVDOVRDSSHDU
7KHPXVLFKDVEHHQDWUDGLWLRQVLQFH'U/DUJPDQQWKHIRXQGLQJSULQFLSDOZDVLQVWUXPHQWDOLQVWDUWLQJLW
´7KHZDUQLQJEHOOJLYHVWKHWHDFKHUDFKDQFHWRJLYHFORVXUHWRDOHVVRQDQ
LPSRUWDQWSDUWRIWKHOHDUQLQJSURFHVV7KHPXVLFDOORZVIRUDVHDPOHVVHQGLQJ
DQGEHJLQQLQJRISHULRGVZLWKRXWWKHMROWRIDEHOOµVD\V0V)HH
3ULQFLSDO %DUEHWWD EHOLHYHV WKH KDOOZD\ PXVLF LV LQQRYDWLYH DQG ZRUNV IRU
7RZQVHQG+DUULV´1RWRQO\GRHVWKLVSROLF\ZRUNKHUHEXWLW·VDOVRDJUHDWZD\
WRH[SRVHVWXGHQWVWRFODVVLFDOPXVLFµ
0DQ\+DUULVLWHVHQMR\WKHPXVLFWKDWSOD\VRQWKHVSHDNHUV
6RSKRPRUH /DELED &KRXGKXU\ FRPPHQWHG´,W·V LQWHUHVWLQJ  ,W PDNHV WKH
UXQQLQJIURPRQHFODVVWRDQRWKHUPXFKHDVLHUµ
6DUDK0DQUDNKDQVHQLRUSDUWLFXODUO\HQMR\VWKHPXVLFXVHGWRFRPPHPRUDWHWKHKROLGD\VDQGVSHFLDOHYHQWVVXFKDVWKHURPDQWLFVRQJVSOD\HGRQ9DOHQWLQH·V'D\
´,WPDGHWKHVWXGHQWVIHHOPRUHLQYROYHGLQWKHKROLGD\VLQFHWKHUHDUHQ·WDQ\
VSHFLDOGDQFHVRUHYHQWVLQRXUVFKRROUHYROYLQJDURXQGVRPHRFFDVLRQVµ
6RPH+DUULVLWHVTXHVWLRQHGWKHÀQDOPXVLFDOGHFLVLRQV
6RSKRPRUH/LQD6XOWDQDVDLGWKDWLQ)UHVKPDQ*\PVKHZDVQHYHUDEOHWR
KHDUWKHPXVLFFOHDUO\

Ivy Global
FREE SEMINARS

PREMIUM SAT PREP

86&ROOHJH$GPLVVLRQV
6$73UHS
&ROOHJH(VVD\V

WK3HUFHQWLOH,QVWUXFWRUV
&ODVVHV
7XWRULQJKU

5HJLVWHUDWZZZLY\JOREDOFRP

2))
7KH7RZQVHQG+DUULV+LJK
6FKRROVWXGHQWVUHFHLYH
RIIDOO,Y\*OREDO
FRXUVHVLQ1HZ<RUN

Ivy Global
Harvard University (17)
Yale University (5)
Princeton University (9)
MIT (2)
U. of Pennsylvania (10)
Tufts University (2)

MEET OUR TEAM
Jason P.
<DOH

Jaymin K.
+DUYDUG

Mallory B.
<DOH

Victoria C.
+DUYDUG

Janice G.
&ROXPELD

Matt S.
+DUYDUG

5HFHQW0DWULFXODWLRQ

Columbia University (8)
Cornell University (14)
Dartmouth College (10)
Brown University (8)
University of Chicago (5)
Embry-Riddle University (4)

Duke University (3)
UC Berkeley (5)
John Hopkins U. (4)
Georgetown U. (7)
Carnegie Mellon U. (3)
Northwestern U. (3)

New York, NY | Long Island, NY | White Plains, NY | New Rochelle, NY
Princeton NJ | Stamford, CT | Norwalk, CT | Boston, MA | Philadelphia, PA

www.IVYGLOBAL.com

6KHHPSKDVL]HG´,PLVVP\EHOOµ
+DUULVLWHVRIIHUHGWKHLURSLQLRQVRQZKDWW\SHVRIPXVLFWKH\ZRXOGUDWKHUKHDULIJLYHQWKHRSWLRQ0DQ\VWXGHQWVUHTXHVWHGPRUHSRSXODUDQGXSEHDW
VRQJV
$OWKRXJK0U:RRGNQRZVWKHPXVLFVHUYHVDVDZDUQLQJIRUZKHQVWXGHQWV
VKRXOGEHLQFODVVKHZRXOGSUHIHUPRUHMD]]VRQJVWREHSOD\HG
´:HQHHGPRUH&KDUOLH3DUNHUµKHVDLG
-XQLRU.DUXQ%KDUGZDMHQMR\VWKHPXVLFSOD\HGGXULQJWKHZHHNRI)21
ZKLFKUHSUHVHQWVGLIIHUHQWFXOWXUHV´7RZQVHQGVKRXOGEHH[SRVHGWRWKHUHVWRI
WKHVWXGHQWERG\FXOWXUDOO\$QG,WKLQNSOD\LQJVRQJVIURPDGLIIHUHQWFXOWXUH
HYHU\RWKHUZHHNZRXOGEHDJUHDWLGHDWRGRVRµ
,Q PRVW KLJK VFKRROV WRGD\ D VWDQGDUG EHOO ULQJV LQ RUGHU WR VHSDUDWH RQH
SHULRGIURPWKHQH[W
0U/RELDQFRWKHSULQFLSDORI/HKPDQ+LJK6FKRROLQWKH%URQ[VKDUHGKLV
WKRXJKWVRQWKHEHOOV\VWHP´3HUVRQDOO\DVLPSOHEHOOLVLPSRUWDQW,WZDNHVWKH
VWXGHQWVXSDVVRRQDVWKHFODVVHQGV,W·VDÀUPZD\RIWHOOLQJWKHP¶&ODVVLV
RYHUµ
)RU VWXGHQWV WUDQVLWLRQLQJ IURP VFKRROV ZLWK EHOOV WKH 7RZQVHQG +DUULV
PHWKRGFDQEHMDUULQJDWÀUVW
%ULDQQD&DUUHUDVIUHVKPDQZDVVWXQQHGRQKHUÀUVWGD\DW7RZQVHQG´,ZDV
FRQIXVHGµVKHVDLG´,GLGQ·WNQRZZKDWLWPHDQWDQGZKDWWRGR,MXVWIROORZHG
WKHRWKHUVµ
(ULVHOGD&XQLDQRWKHUIUHVKPDQZDVDOVRVKRFNHG
´,GLGQ·WXQGHUVWDQGWKLVPXVLF,QP\ROGVFKRROZHDOZD\VXVHGEHOOV,IHOW
OLNH,ZDVLQ+LJK6FKRRO0XVLFDOµ
%H\RQGWKHDFDGHPLFUHDVRQVDQGWKHGHEDWHVDERXWEHOOVYHUVXVPXVLF0U
%DUEHWWDRIIHUHGSHUKDSVDVLPSOHH[SODQDWLRQ´6WXGHQWVDW7RZQVHQG+DUULV
ZRUNKDUGDOOGD\VRWKH\GHVHUYHDOLWWOHPXVLFLQEHWZHHQµ
,QGHHGIRUPDQ\WKHPXVLFDOWUDGLWLRQKDVEHFRPHPRUHWKDQDVLPSOHIDFW
RIHYHU\GD\OLIHDW7++6
6HQLRU 6KHOGRQ ,VDDF H[SODLQHG ´7KH PXVLF LV ZKDW PDNHV 7RZQVHQG
7RZQVHQG:LWKRXWWKHPXVLFZHZRXOGEHOLNHDQ\RWKHUVFKRROZLWKEHOOV,W
OHWVXVEHGLIIHUHQWDQGOHWVRWKHUVNQRZWKDWZHJRWR+DUULV7KHPXVLFUHSUHVHQWVXVµ

Club Spotlight: the GSA
brings students together
By Rachel Chabin
7RZQVHQG+DUULVPD\EHKRPHWRDGL]]\LQJDUUD\RIFOXEVVSRUWVWHDPV
DQGH[WUDFXUULFXODUDFWLYLWLHVEXWWKH7++6*D\6WUDLJKW$OOLDQFHLVXQLTXH
LQLWVPHVVDJHGULYHDQGSXUSRVH
:KLOHPDQ\FOXEVLQWKHVFKRRODSSHDOWRVWXGHQWVZLWKVLPLODUKREELHV
SDVVLRQVRUUHOLJLRXVYDOXHVWKH*6$ DOVRNQRZQDV6$*(6 VHUYHVWRFUHDWH
DQRSHQIULHQGO\DQGVDIHHQYLURQPHQWIRUOHVELDQJD\ELVH[XDOWUDQVJHQGHU
DQGTXHVWLRQLQJVWXGHQWVDVZHOODVWKHLUDOOLHVWKURXJKRXWWKHEXLOGLQJ
)DFLOLWDWHGE\)UDQFR6FDUGLQR6RFLDO6WXGLHVWHDFKHUWKH*6$KDVVSRQVRUHGDQXPEHURIRXWUHDFKLQLWLDWLYHVVXFKDVVHOOLQJ³7++6*6$a%(7+(
&+$1*(´DZDUHQHVVEUDFHOHWVLQRUGHUWREULQJJUHDWHUDWWHQWLRQWRWKHPLVVLRQRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ
0U6FDUGLQRVDLG³7KHFOXELVDVDIHDQGZHOFRPLQJVSDFHIRUVWXGHQWV
ZKRDUHH[SORULQQJWKHLULGHQWLW\DQGIRUWKRVHVWXGHQWVZKRDGYRFDWHIRUUHVSHFWIRUDOO,WKLQNWKHFOXELVDQHFHVVDU\FRPSRQHQWRIRXUVFKRRO¶VPLVVLRQ
DQGZKDWZHVWDQGIRU´
'XULQJ WKH  VFKRRO \HDU WKH FOXE KRVWHG WKUHH GRFXPHQWDU\
YLHZLQJVLQWKHDXGLWRULXPVKRZLQJWKUHHPRYLHVWKDWSRUWUD\HGWKHFRQWURYHUVLDO UHODWLRQVKLSV EHWZHHQ UHOLJLRXV /*%7 PHQ DQG ZRPHQ ZLWK YDULRXV
PHPEHUVRIWKHLUGHYRXWFRPPXQLWLHV
7KH FORVHNQLW DWPRVSKHUH RI WKH ZHHNO\ PHHWLQJV GUDZ VWXGHQWV RI DOO
RULHQWDWLRQVWRURRPDIWHUVFKRROZKHUHPHPEHUVDQGJXHVWVDOLNHGLVFXVV
GLIIHUHQW DFWLYLVW RSSRUWXQLWLHV QHZV VWRULHV  /*%7UHODWHG OHJLVODWXUH DQG
SHUVRQDORSLQLRQVUHJDUGLQJWKHLQÀXHQFHRIJRYHUQPHQWDQGUHOLJLRQRQWKH
PLQRULW\FRPPXQLW\:KLOHLWLVDSODFHGHVLJQHGIRURUJDQL]LQJHGXFDWLRQDO
RXWUHDFKHYHQWVDQGIXQGUDLVHUVWKHFOXELVDOVRDVDIHKDYHQIRUVWXGHQWVWR
YHQWWKHLUIHHOLQJVZLWKRXWMXGJPHQWRUXQFRPIRUWDEOHTXHVWLRQV
'HVSLWHWKHFRPPRQPLVFRQFHSWLRQWKDWRQO\/*%7VWXGHQWVSDUWLFLSDWHLQ
WKLVFOXE¶VZHHNO\PHHWLQJVWKH*6$JHWVVWHDG\DWWHQGDQFHIURPERWK/*%7
DQGDOO\VWXGHQWV
³,WKLQN7++6GRHVLQGHHGEHQH¿WIURPKDYLQJD*6$EHFDXVH,IHHOWKDWLW
HQDEOHVVWXGHQWVWREHPRUHRSHQZLWKHDFKRWKHU´FODLPVMXQLRU$PDQGD5XJJLHULDPHPEHUVLQFHWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKLV\HDU¶VIDOOVHPHVWHU³>7KH*6$@
DOVRKHOSVSHRSOHIHHOPRUHFRPIRUWDEOHZLWKWKHPVHOYHV´
6RSKRPRUHDQGQHZPHPEHU-HDQQH-LQDJUHHVVWUHVVLQJWKHKHOSIXOQHVV
RIWKHFOXE¶VSUHVHQFHLQ7++6³,GH¿QLWHO\WKLQNWKHVFKRROEHQH¿WVEHFDXVH
LQKLJKVFKRRODORWRIFKDQJHVLQVRFLDOLGHQWLW\FRPHDQG,WKLQN*6$KHOSV
VWXGHQWVWRQRWIHHODORQH´
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arts & entertainment

Minni’s Shabu Shabu: The art of Taiwanese hotpot

byAndrew Mitchel
Shabu Shabu sounds very foreign and esoteric, right?
$FWXDOO\LWLVMXVWWKH-DSDQHVHQDPHIRUKRWSRWDGLVKZKHUHPHDWYHJHWDEOHVDQGDYDULHW\RIRWKHULQJUHGLHQWVDUHFRPELQHGLQEURWKWRFUHDWHDÁDYRUIXO
soup. The phrase is actually slang, an onomatopoeia for the sound which the contents of the soup make as they swirl through the stock: the equivalent of “swish
swish.” While the dish originated in Japan and was traditionally served in a communal way with one big pot of soup created for the table, the restaurant I went to
was Taiwanese.
Minni’s was a fascinating experience for me. Upon entry, I noticed the incredibly beautiful décor. It was obvious that the entire interior had been redone recently.
7KLVZDVRQO\WKHVHFRQGWLPH,HYHUKDGKRWSRWDQG,WDXJKWP\VHOIWKHFRUUHFWZD\WRSUHSDUHP\IRRGRQWKHÁ\<RXÀUVWRUGHUWKHPHDWDQGRUYHJHWDEOHV\RX
want to go inside of your hotpot. The menu also contains “side orders,” like noodles, to add to the mayhem within your bowl of boiling broth. Pre-cooked Taiwanese
fare was also available, and I shared an order of gyoza dumplings with friends, which were fantastic. The service could’ve been better, but there was a large group
of us, and it was a busy Friday evening.
0\VRXSZDVDGLYHUVHFDXOGURQRIGLIIHUHQWÀ[LQJV
I ordered beef and shrimp as the meat for my hotpot, and when the broth got boiling at a high enough temperature, they were cooked within seconds. In
addition to rice noodles, I put in the vegetables the restaurant provides each patron with when they walk in, such as cabbage, bean sprouts, and other Asian vegetables. I shared an order of udon noodles with a friend as well, which I threw right in; it cooked very well in my broth. I went a bit overboard with the provided
sauces, such as Sichuan sauce, but still had a very enjoyable meal.
I highly recommend Minni’s to anyone who loves soup, Asian food, or just new experiences.

cartoon by Jamie Fung

Address:
136-17 38 Avenue
)OXVKLQJ1HZ<RUN
Food: A
Décor: A+
Service: B+
Overall: A

Logo by Jenner Chen

For many students at THHS, watching shows and movies online is a
IDYRUHG SDVWLPH  :H DUH WKH 1HWÁL[ JHQHUDWLRQ DQG IRU WKRVH RI XV ZKR
come into school and talk at length about the great shows we’ve spent
our online time watching, we are very much a part of a growing ‘Net
Clique’ of instant video watchers. Sometimes, however, it’s not easy to
GLJ WKURXJK WKH HQGOHVV SURJUDPV DYDLODEOH RQOLQH WR ÀQG VRPHWKLQJ UHDOly worth your time. “Net Cliques” is a column devoted to guiding you to
WKH VKRZV DQG PRYLHV WKDW \RX PLJKW QRW ÀQG RQ \RXU UHFRPPHQGHG OLVW

Embrace your inner child in the world of animated movies
by Amy Hao & Joanna Wong
When asked why he always aimed
WR PDNH KLV ÀOPV ´IDPLO\ RULHQWHGµ
rather than “child oriented,” an amused
:DOW 'LVQH\ UHSOLHG ´<RX·UH GHDG LI
you aim only for kids. Adults are only
kids grown up, anyway.”
So NetCliques readers, that is your
cue. This month is the perfect time for
you to embrace your inner youngster,
relive your childhood, and reenter the
fantastical world of animated movies.
But wait! Before you even think about
reaching for that pile of Pixar/Disney
DVDs, we’re going to have to ask you
to move far far away and consider journeying with us to a land of underrated
and often forgotten cinema favorites,
with stories that might not be your average fairy tale but have just the right
amount of magic to put a smile on your
face.
Because we just so happened to
mention the granddaddy of animated
ÀOPPDNHUV ZK\ QRW VWDUW RII WRGD\·V
suggested queue with some movies
from his company’s vault of Animated
Classic movies? And no, they are not
JRLQJ WR EH SULQFHVV ÁLFNV RU PRWLRQ
pictures featuring talking animals,
whether they be talking lions, tigers, or
bears.
This feature takes place in a completely different universe from those
so-stereotypical-they-work
movies
DQGZHGRQ·WMXVWPHDQWKDWÀJXUDWLYHly; it really takes place in another universe!). Treasure Planet (available on

Amazon, iTunes and by other means)
ZDV ÀUVW SLWFKHG DORQJVLGH 7KH /LWWOH
Mermaid as “Treasure Island... but in
space!” Naturally, everyone at the time
preferred to see a red headed mermaid
over an adolescent in space, so the
story was initially scrapped. However,
WKH VFLÀ VFUHHQSOD\ HYHQWXDOO\ UHVXUfaced, and the modernized adaptation
RI WKH 5REHUW /RXLV 6WHYHQVRQ QRYHO
ÀQDOO\ JRW WKH 'LVQH\ VWDPS RI DSproval. One of the many things that
makes this movie so engaging is the
wonderful voice acting of David Hyde
Pierce, Emma Thompson, and the then
OLWWOHNQRZQ VWDU -RVHSK *RUGRQ/HYitt. Another is the use of hand-drawn
2D pictures layered atop 3D computer
graphics, with the ending result consisting of breathtaking scenery and
otherworldly elements - such as aliens,
cyborgs, and actual space ships - that
make the masterpiece that much more
captivating and engaging.
With a plot that feels familiar yet
new and exciting, Treasure Planet
shines as one of the forgotten favorites
of the Magic Kingdom.
$QRWKHUORVWWUHDVXUHLVDÁLFNWKDW
GRHV LQ IDFW VWDU D UR\DOW\ ÀJXUH DQG
WDONLQJDQLPDORIVRUWVEXWPRVWGHÀnitely does not take place in a happy
forest or typical castle. The Emperor’s
New Groove (available on Amazon,
iTunes, etc.), which got its title but not
its story from “The Emperor’s New
Clothes,” takes place in the Inca Em-

pire, a place that doesn’t seem entirely
ÀWIRU0LFNH\0RXVHEXWWXUQVRXWWR
be the perfect foundation for a different kind of tale. When a plot to kill him
accidentally ends up turning him into
a llama, the immature emperor Kuzco
PXVWÀJKWIRUKLVWKURQHDQGUHFRJQL]H
that the world doesn’t revolve around
him.
Packed with intelligent references
to Incan culture, the hilarious hit has
the feel and comedic presence of a cartoon show, but the morals and delicate
graphics of a true Disney movie.
Now that we’ve dusted off some of
our personal Magic Kingdom favorites
for you, it’s time we expand our horizons and stretch to other branches of
animated goodies.
For example, if you’re ever in need
of a good laugh, the United Kingdom
has created a gem of a show, Wallace
and Gromit (available on Amazon,
L7XQHV DQG 1HWÁL[   7KH DGYHQWXUH
follows Wallace, a forgetful inventor
and cheese enthusiast, and his companion Gromit, a dog who only communicates through sign. However, the
really notable aspect is the fantastic
stop-motion clay animation technique
where all the characters are plasticine
models that are shifted and shot frame
by frame and then compressed into the
ÀOP  %RDVWLQJ ERWK JURXQGEUHDNLQJ
cinematography and fun storylines,
Wallace and Gromit LV GHÀQLWHO\ D
show to enjoy.

E.B. White’s classic tale Charlotte’s Web (available on Amazon,
iTunes, etc), depicting an adorable
friendship between a piglet and a spiGHU ÀUVW DSSHDUHG DV DQ DQLPDWLRQ LQ
1973. Scored by Robert and Richard
Sherman (of Mary Poppins and Jungle
Book fame), the story follows a runt
named Wilbur who, having been saved
from certain death by a young girl
named Fern, needs to prove to the humans that he’s a prize pig worth keeping alive. A spider named Charlotte
befriends him, and they work together
with the rest of the farm animals to
make Wilbur “some pig.” Heartwarming and inspirational, this cartoon is
sure to please audiences of all ages.
It’s unrealistic to wish upon a star
that we can be made young again, but
LW·VDOZD\VÀQHWRUHVHW\RXUPLQGIRU
an afternoon or two to relish the favorites of your own day.
So, for this month, go out there
DQGHPEUDFHWKRVHÀOPV\RXORQJDJR
abandoned, guided perhaps by our
personal selections; after all, you are
only as young as you feel. And, if we
forgot any of your go-to kiddie movies, please comment on the online edition of this column at thhsclassic.com.
Happy streaming!

arts & entertainment
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Warm Bodies melts cold hearts in theaters everywhere

photo courtesy of imdb.com

by Jennifer Walsh and Parina Kaewkrajang
As vampires became synonymous with sparkles
Walking Dead, but are somehow more reserved,
and werewolves became equated with shape shiftmaking the movie’s premise more believable. The
ing Native Americans, it was only a matter of time
concept of zombies turning back into humans is difbefore another traditional monster got a pop culture
ferent and interesting, and it helps R be a relatable
upgrade.
protagonist.
'LUHFWHGE\-RQDWKDQ/HYLQHDQGEDVHGRQ,VVDF
R’s scenes with Julie have the same awkward0DULRQ·VQRYHOWKHÀOPWarm Bodies provides
ness usually present in teen crushes, and will surely
our generation with another classic Halloween mondelight young audiences. Of course, Julie’s father,
ster to fawn over. With wit and humor, the movie
played by John Malkovich, disapproves of her relaoffers a refreshing revival for zombie apocalypses
WLRQVKLSZLWK57KHÀOP·VRomeo and Juliet plot
DQGFKLFNÁLFNVDOLNH
line is certainly cliched, but the deadpan humor defNicholas Hoult plays R, a sentimental and reinitely separates it from other romantic comedies.
ÁHFWLYH ]RPELH SURWDJRQLVW ZKR IDOOV LQ ORYH ZLWK
The romance is innocent and lighthearted, creata human girl. His acting was effective; he perfected
ing a fun escape for viewers.
WKH]RPELHZDONDQGGHOLYHUHGÁDZOHVVYRLFHRYHUV
7KHÀOPGLGQRWIXOÀOOLWVSRWHQWLDOWRSUHVHQW
representing his thoughts, which, amid the short
something more than “zombie falls in love with
zombie groans, constituted most of the dialogue.
girl” story but still worked as a romance. Some
6LPXOWDQHRXVO\7HUHVD 3DOPHU IXOÀOOV KHU UROH
of the scenes between zombies can be hard to
as the terror-stricken but strong-willed human girl,
watch, as the dialogue consists almost entirely
Julie. Her performance was generic, and harsher
of grunted-out phrases. Action-wise, some parts
critics may say that she did not immerse herself in
RIWKHÀOPODJJHGDOWKRXJKWKHUHZDVDFOHDUDWJulie as much as Hoult did with R.
tempt at a buildup towards a dramatic concluWarm Bodies lacks the gore found in most zomsion. There was no clever, innovative surprise
bie movies, and those who come in expecting inending. The movie is simple and sincere, but
tense action will be disappointed.
also easily forgettable.
7KHPRYLHLVQ·WIXOORIÀJKWVHTXHQFHVRU]RPNevertheless, Warm Bodies proves itself to
bie attacks, and the few included look low-budget
be
everything
that it promises.
Poster promotes Warm Bodies.
and cheap. The “Bonies,” zombies who have essentially
Zombies stalk abandoned streets in search for prey while
turned into warped skeletons, are the worst offenders. However, the painstak- humans box themselves behind cement walls. And amid the chaos for survival,
ingly detailed scenery, actors, and extras blend right in with the situation, helping ORYH FKDQJHV HYHU\WKLQJ  DJDLQ 7KH ÀOP ZLOO HQWHUWDLQ DPXVH DQG VWDUW WKH
to create the somber yet playful tone of the story.
KHDUWVRIDXGLHQFHVLIRQO\EULHÁ\
The zombies aren’t the frightening, bloody creatures found on shows like The

Find the best technology for your individual needs

by Chris Artun
L3DGV1RRNV*DOD[\7DEVZKDWWRFKRRVH":KDWZLOOÀWP\QHHGVWKHEHVW":HOOKHUH·VDEUHDNGRZQRIWKHWRSWDEOHWVFXUUHQWO\DYDLODEOHRQWKHPDUNHWWKHLU
respective ups and downs, and whether or not they give you a real bang for your buck.

L3DGWKJHQHUDWLRQ $SSOH 3ULFH
It’s safe to say that nearly everyone who was born in the 21st century or has kept up with technology has heard of an
iPad or the Apple industry. But how many people actually know what makes the iPad perform all its strange techno magic?
Apple designers boast the iPad’s 1.3 GHz processor (computer engine) to help run things smoothly. It has a rear camera of
PHJDSL[HOVDURXQGWKHVWDQGDUGUDQJHIRULWVGLYLVLRQ,WFRPHVZLWKDVSHFLDOUHVROXWLRQNQRZQDV´5HWLQDµ$SSOH·VHQKDQFHGIRUPRIKLJKGHÀQLWLRQ$OVRDQDGGHGSHUNWRWKLVGHYLFHLVWKHDELOLW\WRJHWDQL3DGZLWKFHOOXODUVHUYLFHEXLOWLQ
exactly like any phone would. For now, only Verizon, Sprint, and AT&T carry iPads. As far as getting your money out of it,
this device is extremely recommended for those new to the tablet generations because of its user-friendly interface and functionality. For those who are more advanced in technological wizardry, there are a few other options.

*DOD[\1RWH 6DPVXQJ 3ULFH
Samsung has devised its own version of the tablet, the Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 Its long line of cellular brethren, such as the Galaxy S3 and Nexus, simply don’t match up to its outstanding performance.
Simply put, you want power, go get a Note 10.1 The best part is, it comes at a slightly cheaper price! RunQLQJWKHODWHVWVRIWZDUHFDOOHG$QGURLGWKH*DOD[\1RWH·VHQKDQFHGLQWHUIDFHDOORZVXVHUVWRGRPXFK
more on it than they would on an iPad. Frankly, the resolution appears to be the same, because once we
get up to 1280 x 800, I don’t think it makes all that much of a difference to the naked eye. Widgets are also
DYDLODEOHLQFOXGLQJWUDIÀFZHDWKHUDQGEUHDNLQJQHZV7KHUHDUFDPHUDDOVRKDVPHJDSL[HOVZKLOHLWV
front-facing camera has 1.9. The Note is only available in Wi-Fi models, with a full range of miscellaneous
ports for connection to other devices.

.LQGOH)LUH+' $PD]RQ 3ULFH
This tablet serves to those who don’t need all the aforementioned fancy features, but want to take advantage of some next generation technology. For such users, there is the “reading tablet,” a tablet that is pretty
much used to read books on a screen, which is beginning to become more common than print books. These
tablets don’t serve much more of a purpose than to read books and other publications. However, they do make
the reading experience quite pleasurable. With the ability to brighten the screen, increase the text size, and
bookmark pages, the user is able to perform the basic functions on the electronic version that they would on
DUHJXODUYHUVLRQ+RZHYHULWLVLPSRUWDQWWKDWXVHUVEHZDUHWKDWWKHVHÀOHVNQRZQDVHSXEVUHTXLUHJUHDW
amounts of space each. I recommend investing in a separate storage capacity in the event that your desires
exceed what you can have.
1RPDWWHUZKDW\RXFKRRVHPDNHVXUHWKDWWKHWDEOHWPHHWV\RXUVSHFLÀFQHHGV7KHL3DGLVQ·WWKHRQO\FKRLFHRXWWKHUH
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Community celebrates diversity at Festival of Nations
continued from page 1

photo by Jamie Abbariao

In addition, if students forgot something in their locker, it was hard for them dances and more European representations.
to go back and get it. The committee was also concerned that since Colden was
However, the biggest problem experienced during the show was not anticilarger the auditorium would look empty during the show.
pated: the communication radios stopped working before it started, so coordina“It was a nice thought,” said senior Shaleen Singha, “but it just made it harder tors resorted to cell phones.
for us.”
“I did my opening speech while texting sound cues,” said Ms. Mars. “It was
Sophomore Gene
amazing we actually
Choi said the hectic
pulled it off without ranature of FON perdios.”
formances left him
Despite these is“in consideration of
sues, the change in
where it should be
venue had no effect on
held next year.”
its traditional spirit and
On the bright
message, being able to
side, both the audi“move past mere tolence and performers
erance to appreciation
had more space.
and acceptance...in the
When FON
hope of a more peacewas
held
at
ful world,” as Ms. Mars
Townsend Harsaid in her opening
ris, performers
speech.
would crowd in
“I thought it was
the cafeteria and
very artistic,” said juwatch FON on
nior Abbey Li. “I like
TV between their
how people were in a
performances. At
group that wasn’t their
Colden,
however,
own ethnicity. This
each FON group sat
shows acceptance of
in its own section at
other cultures.”
the back of the theHowever, Ms. Mars
ater between perforreminds us that it is the
One of the many sights to be viewed during the FON performance.
mances and watched
process behind creating
the show live. The lighting and sound equipment were also more sophisticated the show that matters the most because it “brings us together as a community.”
at Colden.
For freshman Yasmin Ally, it was one of the best experiences of her life be“I felt like it was a nicer event,” said junior and FON participant Diana Lon- cause it allowed for new friendships and for the experience of various cultures.
dono. “It looked a little bit more professional.”
Freshman Crystal Crosby likes how FON allowed her to showcase her na“I thought FON turned out wonderful this year,” said junior FON coordina- tionality while doing something she was passionate about: dance.
tor Amanda Ramsaroop. “I really didn’t know what to expect... after seeing the
Still others enjoyed the show for the moments they had in the spotlight.
performance at Colden and hearing the reaction from both dancers and audience
“When I was up on that stage, I literally felt like I was in a dream, and all
members, Colden was a great choice.”
of it went by within seconds,” Gene recalls. “There was an adrenaline rush that
The FON committee hopes to rent Colden Auditorium again next year.
overcame me while I was up there, and I truly loved it.”
Looking to the future, Ms. Mars hopes to alleviate participants’ confusion
With performers often practicing every day until as late as 6:30 for over three
by taking them on a walkthrough of Colden beforehand, which only FON group PRQWKVSHUIRUPHUVDQGFRRUGLQDWRUVVD\WKDWFUHDWLQJ)21LVRIWHQGLI¿FXOW
leaders did prior to the show. Many students also hope to practice at Colden be“Sometimes FON is noisy in the hallways,” said Ms. Ezquerra.
fore show day.
She added, “We admit preparing this is confusing and noisy, but the result is
In addition, Ms. Ezquerra, who has coordinated FON for three years, hopes rewarding.”
students will incorporate more cultures in future shows, such as other Hispanic

Tumblr platform inspires self-expression, procrastination
continued from page 3
classical literature.
Other students treat their blogs like a public onOLQHVFUDSERRN¿OOLQJWKHPZLWKIRXQGSKRWRJUDSKV
artwork, and quotations.
Angelina Liu, freshman, said, “I have a bunch of
Tumblrs: a black and white photography blog, a fashion/preppy blog, a personal blog, a theatre blog, and
a summer blog. Most of the time I blog for fun and
to gain inspiration, like from seeing a lot of things
posted in the fashion blogs I follow.”
If fandom blogs are for the geeks, then these
scrapbook blogs (often called “hipster blogs”- though
this term can be controversial) are for the self-expressive.
“I blog to express, not impress,” said Angelina.
Even amongst these scrapbook blogs there is a
sense of community and friendship. “It helps me
PHQWDOO\ LQ WKH VHQVH WKDW , FDQ ¿QG SHUVRQDO SRVWV
that I relate to completely, and it’s a relief knowing
that I’m not the only one who deals with certain issues.”
Fangirling (or Fanboying)--the act of obsessing
over a fandom--can be fun, but what is the addictive
ingredient in the Tumblr recipe?
7KHZHEVLWH¶VGHVLJQWUDSVXVHUVLQWRDQLQ¿QLWH
continuum of procrastination. The dashboard allows

users to scroll through all posts made by everyone
they follow at any time. There is no need to click to
the next page, and with a few simple keystrokes you
can like and reblog posts without leaving the dashboard.
³,JRWDWWDFKHGWRWKHLQ¿QLWHQXPEHURISLFWXUHV
on my dashboard, and I lose track of time when looking at them,” said Akhtra Khan, junior.
The amount of time students spend on Tumblr is
potentially problematic. “I’m on Tumblr six hours a
day,” said Nijah Phills, sophomore.
When Deborah Chai, junior, was discussing her
Tumblr habits she said, “Please don’t ask how often I
am on. It’s so sad, and no one needs to know.”
Tumblr also allows users to ask questions to
bloggers. You can ask questions without revealing
your identity via the anonymous button. Not surprisingly the anonymous button has become a medium
for cyber bullying.
“People who speak their opinion which is controversial get a lot of backlash. If someone doesn’t like
Sherlock or Benedict Cumberbatch they’ll be called
names, and I’ve seen people who’ve gotten so many
negative messages that they’ve had to leave,” said
Deborah.
But when asked about whether the abuse of the

anonymous button leads to a hostile environment,
most students described feeling a sense of community on the site.
Some Harrisites, such as Maya Grodzka, junior,
have created close friendships.
“I personally met a friend on Tumblr. She lives in
Brazil and is learning English. We speak English and
Portuguese together. She is a year younger than me,
and we are now facebook friends. So I believe that
Tumblr can initiate friendships worldwide.”
Tumblr users, like all internet users, say things
online that they would not say in real life.
Although this can mean nasty anonymous threats
and comments, it can also allow shyer people to bond
with others.
“I think it’s because it’s the internet that I can
share things more with people than I could in real
life. T.V. is a pretty big part of my life, and I’ve gotten really close to people who just enjoy the same
things I do,” said Deborah.
So the next time you’re wondering what happened to those two hours you had scheduled for
homework, they were probably spent on Tumblr.
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6SULQJIXOORISRWHQWLDOIRU7RZQVHQG+DUULVDWKOHWHV
by Dimitri Theofanis

photo by Dimitri Theofanis

The snow is melting and the birds are chirping, which can only mean one
The Boys Varsity Tennis team is coming off the loss of a few key players,
WKLQJIRU7RZQVHQG+DUULVDQRWKHUVXFFHVVIXOVSRUWVVHDVRQLVRQLWVZD\
who helped the team achieve their best record in the past few years. However,
Despite the loss of some key seniors from last year, the Boys Varsity Baseball VHQLRUFDSWDLQ$QGUHZ(LFKHQKRO]WKLQNVWKH\FDQDFKLHYHWKDWJRDORQFHPRUH
team is full of hope.
´(YHQDIWHUORVLQJRXUFDSWDLQVDQGNH\PHPEHUVRIRXUWHDPQHZDQGUHWXUQLQJ
6HQLRUFDSWDLQ7-5LWWHUVDLG´,·PH[FLWHGIRUWKLVXSFRPLQJVHDVRQEHFDXVH SOD\HUVZLOOEHDEOHWRKHOSXVWRDQRWKHUVWURQJVHDVRQµ
ZHKDYHDORWRI\RXQJWDOHQWDQG,WKLQNWKH\FDQFRQWULEXWHWRWKHWHDPWRKHOS
*LUOV9DUVLW\7HQQLVLVKRSLQJIRUWKHEHVWLQWKHLUXSFRPLQJVHDVRQ6HQLRU
XVZLQ:LWKKDUGZRUNZHFDQPDNHWKHSOD\RIIVµ
FDSWDLQ$OLVRQ0DQQVDLG´,·PUHDOO\H[FLWHGWREHFDSWDLQWKLV\HDU2XUUHWXUQ)HOORZVHQLRUFDSWDLQ(OLMDK'RPLQJXH]VDLG´,EHOLHYHZHDVDVTXDGVKDOO LQJJLUOVDUHUHDOO\JUHDWSOD\HUVDQGYHU\FRPPLWWHGWRWKHWHDP:HDOVRKDYH
SUHYDLO GXH WR JUHDW OHDGHUVKLS TXDOLWLHV LQ
a few promising underclassmen
PDQ\RIRXUFDSWDLQV:HKRSHWRJHWPRUH
WKDW DUH WU\LQJ RXW VR ,·P H[FLWHG
wins this season, developing skills and team
to see what they bring to the team
FKHPLVWU\DORQJWKHZD\µ
this year. The past 3 years have
6HQLRU FDSWDLQ $PHHU .D]PL VDLG ´,W
been tough because we faced really
ZDVKDUGWRORVHWKHVHQLRUVEHFDXVHZH·YH
talented players from schools like
been with them for so long, but we have a
&DUGR]R DQG )UDQFLV /HZLV EXW
great team this season and hopes are high
there are a couple of new schools in
IRU EHLQJ VXFFHVVIXO :H·UH SUDFWLFLQJ GLIWKHGLYLVLRQVRZH·UHH[FLWHGWRVHH
IHUHQWO\DQGZH·UHFKDQJLQJWKLQJVXSWRLPKRZWKH\SOD\µ
SURYHWKHZD\ZH·UHSOD\LQJDQGHYHU\RQH
Fellow senior captain Bashe
VHHPVPRUHGHGLFDWHGWKLVVHDVRQµ
0LOOHU VDLG ´, IHHO WKDW WKH WHQQLV
*LUOV 9DUVLW\ 6RIWEDOO LV DOVR JHWWLQJ
team this year is faced with a chalUHDG\WRVWHSRQWKHÀHOG´,·PKRSLQJIRUD
OHQJH :H ORVW RXU VHQLRU FDSWDLQ
VXFFHVVIXOVHDVRQZLWKDZLQQLQJUHFRUG:H
who played an integral part both
lost vital members of the team last year so
on and off the court. Of course we
KRSHIXOO\WKHIUHVKPHQFDQKHOSDQGZH·UH
PXVWÀQGVRPHRQHZKRFDQÀOOKHU
H[FLWHGWRVHHZKDWWKH\KDYHWRRIIHUXVWKLV
SRVLWLRQ DV VHFRQG VLQJOHV EXW ,·P
\HDUµVDLGVHQLRUFDSWDLQ'DPDULV6LHUUD
hopeful that the incoming underThe Boys Varsity Volleyball team is also
classman will be capable of doing
The captains of the baseball team hard at practice.
JHDULQJXSIRUWKHXSFRPLQJVHDVRQ6HQLRU
VR 2WKHUZLVH , IHHO WKDW WKH WHDP
FDSWDLQ$OH[%R\FKXNVDLG´,·PH[FLWHGWR
will be successful with much pracVWDUWWKLVVHDVRQ(YHQWKRXJKZHORVWWKHFRUHRIRXUWHDPODVW\HDUZHFDQVWLOO WLFHGXULQJWKHEHJLQQLQJVRIWKHFROGEULVNVSULQJVHDVRQµ
PDNHVRPHQRLVHµ
6HQLRU FDSWDLQ ,VDDF 3XODWRY LV H[SHFWLQJ DQRWKHU VXFFHVVIXO WUDFN VHDVRQ
6HQLRU7HUHOO'UD\WRQVDLG´3HUVRQDOO\,ZDQWWREHLQWKHWRSWHQEORFNVDQG FRPLQJRIIWKHUHFRUGEUHDNLQJIDOODQGZLQWHUVHDVRQV´:HKDYHDVWURQJSRRO
NLOOVOLVWRIWKHOHDJXH,KDYHKLJKKRSHVIRUWKLVWHDPEHFDXVHWKHUHWXUQLQJSOD\- RIWDOHQWDQGLIZHFRPPLWRXUVHOYHVWRWKLVVHDVRQ,KDYHQRGRXEWZHZLOOPHGDO
HUVKDYHDVHQVHRIFRQÀGHQFHWKDWWKH\GLGQ·WODVW\HDUµ
LQ4XHHQVµ

%R\VEDVNHWEDOOÀQLVKHVVHDVRQZLWKDSOD\RIIUXQ
by Dimitri Theofanis

photo courtesy of Sharief Enany

7KH9DUVLW\%R\V%DVNHWEDOOWHDPKDVKDGWKHLUEHVWVHDVRQVLQFHWKHVHDVRQÀQLVKLQJZLWKDUHFRUGRIZKLOHKDYLQJDGYDQFHGWRWKHVHFRQGURXQG
of playoffs.
7KHWHDPZRQLWVÀUVWSOD\RIIJDPHRQ)HEUXDU\DJDLQVW&ODUD%DUWRQKLJKVFKRROZKHUHVHQLRUFDSWDLQ6KDULHI(QDQ\VFRUHGSRLQWVLQWKHYLFWRU\
6KDULHIVDLG´WKHJDPHZDVDWEXW,VWDUWHGZDUPLQJXSDW,·YHEHHQLQDVKRRWLQJVOXPSODWHO\DQG,ZDUPHGXSH[WUDHDUO\WRPDNHVXUHWKDW,ZDVRQSRLQW
$VVHQLRUVLWIHHOVJRRGWRKDYHDSOD\RIIZLQXQGHURXUEHOWIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHVLQFHIUHVKPDQ\HDUµ
6HQLRUFDSWDLQ$OH[%R\FKXNVFRUHGSRLQWVDQGUDFNHGXSDVVLVWV
during the game.
+HVDLG´:HJUHZDORWVLQFHIUHVKPHQ\HDUDQGZHZHUHDEOHWRGHPRQVWUDWHWKDWJURZWKLQWKHÀUVWSOD\RIIJDPH:LWKWKHSOD\RIIJDPHEHLQJ
at home, we wanted to make it a notable performance, knowing that it could
SRWHQWLDOO\EHRXUODVWJDPHHYHUµ
´,WIHOWQLFHWRÀQDOO\ZLQDSOD\RIIJDPHDIWHUWKUHH\HDUVµVDLGVHQLRU
$QWRQLQR6FDWXUUR
6KDULHI ZDV WKH WHDP·V KLJKHVW VFRUHU WKLV VHDVRQ DYHUDJLQJ WZHQW\
SRLQWVDJDPHDQG$OH[KDGWKHPRVWDVVLVWVRIWKHVHDVRQDYHUDJLQJDURXQG
four assists a game.
6RSKRPRUH -R]HI 1LNDM VHFXUHG D SRVLWLRQ LQ WKH VWDUWLQJ OLQHXS WKLV
season, averaging around ten points and twelve rebounds a game.
´:HKDGDJUHDWVHDVRQDQGQH[W\HDUZHZLOOEHDPRUHFRPSHWLWLYH
WHDP:HZHUHUHDOO\H[FLWHGWKDWZHZRQRXUÀUVWSOD\RIIJDPHDQGKRSHIXOO\QH[W\HDUZHZLOODGYDQFHIXUWKHULQWKHSOD\RIIVµVDLG-R]HI
2IWKHVL[ORVVHVWKUHHZHUHORVWE\RQO\VL[SRLQWVRUOHVV7KHWHDP
ORVWLWVÀUVWJDPHLQGRXEOHRYHUWLPHWR5REHUW).HQQHG\ZKLFKZDVWKH
closest loss of the season.
3OD\HUVIURPWKHWHDPDIWHUZLQQLQJDWWKH&DWKHGUDO3UHS7RXUQDPHQW

7KHWHDPDOVRFDPHLQÀUVWSODFHDWWKH&DWKHGUDO3UHS&KULVWPDV
7RXUQDPHQW$OH[VDLG´7KHFKDPSLRQVKLSJDPHZDVWKHPRVWH[KLODUDWLQJ
JDPHRIRXUOLYHV:HZHUHGRZQE\SRLQWVZLWKIRXUPLQXWHVWRJRLQWKHJDPHDQGZHFDPHEDFNWRZLQLQRYHUWLPHµ
´,W·VEHHQDJUHDWVHDVRQZH·YHKDGRXUXSVDQGGRZQVEXWRYHUDOOZHJUHZDVDWHDPDQGZHKDGDJUHDWWLPHSOD\LQJWRJHWKHUµVDLGVHQLRU7-5LWWHU
7KHWHDPORVWWR)DQQLH/RX+DPHU+LJK6FKRRORQ7KXUVGD\)HEUXDU\HQGLQJWKHLUSOD\RIIUXQLQWKHVHFRQGURXQG
6HQLRU.KDOLG$EGLQVDLG´$OWKRXJK,ZDVQ·WDOORZHGWRSOD\GXHWRFHUWDLQFLUFXPVWDQFHVLWIHOWJUHDWWRZLWQHVVWKHER\VSXOORXWDJRRGVHDVRQ7KHZD\WKLV
WHDPZDVEXLOW,·PVXUHWKH\·OOGRZHOOQH[W\HDUµ
-XQLRU1LFKRODV6WDPRXOLVVDLG´*DPHDIWHUJDPHZHIRXJKWWKURXJKVWUXJJOHVDQGKDUGVKLSVRIDQHQWLUHVHDVRQ,QWKHHQGZHZRQRXUÀUVWSOD\RIIJDPHLQ
WKUHH\HDUVDQGWKDWLVVRPHWKLQJZHVKRXOGDOOEHSURXGRI,DPSURXGWRFDOOP\WHDPP\EURWKHUVµ
´$IWHUIRXU\HDUVRQWKHWHDPLWPDGHPHUHDOL]HKRZPXFKRIDIDPLO\ZH·YHEHFRPHµVDLG$OH[6KDULHIVKDUHGKLVELWWHUVZHHWGHSDUWXUHIURPWKHWHDPVD\LQJ
´IRUWKHSDVWIRXU\HDUV,·YHSRXUHGP\KHDUWRXWRQWRWKHFRXUWIRUWKLVWHDPDQGVHHLQJLWFRPHWRDQHQGLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW,·OOFKHULVKIRUHYHUµ
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*LUOVYDUVLW\EDVNHWEDOOWHDPÀQLVKHVXQGHIHDWHG
huddle and we were just screaming.”
6HQLRU$QJHOLFD6RUGLOORVDLG´,WKLQNRXUVHDVRQZDVDKXJHVXFFHVV:H
had a majority of our players return for this season so we really were already
familiar with each other and the team chemistry was already there. I believe that
has played a huge part in our success.”
She added, “As for having a perfect record for a second year in a row, it’s a
great feeling, especially considering the amount of work
we put into it. But of course
our main goal is to make it
as far as we can in the playoffs. The perfect record was
just a stepping stone to our
ultimate goal.”
“It’s honestly so hard
thinking about next year
right now, since we are going to be losing many key
senior players as they move
RQ WR FROOHJH , KDYH FRQÀdence though that as long as
we compete and leave it on
WKHÁRRUZHZLOOEHÀQH7KH
most important thing that we need to keep is the pride that this team has,” said
Sierra.
2Q:HGQHVGD\0DUFKWKHWHDPZRQLWVVHFRQGSOD\RIIJDPHDJDLQVW&ODUD
%DUWRQ+LJK6FKRRODW7RZQVHQG+DUULV7KHÀQDOVFRUHZDVZKHUH6LHUUD
%HUNHOVFRUHGSRLQWVDQG'HEUD&KDQSRLQWV
The team will be playing McKee/Staten Island Tech in the next round of
playoffs.
photo courtesy of Lauren Caiaccia

by Dimitri Theofanis
For the second consecutive year, the Girls Varsity Basketball team has had an
XQGHIHDWHGUHFRUGÀQLVKLQJLQÀUVWSODFHZLWKZLQVDQGQRORVVHV
The team won 11 of its games by 20 points or more, and 15 games by six
points or more. The team showed its dominance in the league throughout the
VHDVRQVFRULQJDVPXFKDVSRLQWVRUPRUHÀYHWLPHV
Junior Sierra Berkel led the team in scoring with an average of 16 points
a game, also averaging 5 rebounds a game.
“I think that one word to
describe this season would
EH LQFUHGLEOH ,W GHÀQLWHO\
feels good having the title of
reigning division champs for
a second year in a row. Even
though it’s something we
acknowledge I feel like we
GRQ·WOHWLWGHÀQHXV:HMXVW
try to take every game one
game at a time and see what
happens next,” said Sierra.
Sophomore Debra Chan
was also a key component to
the team’s success this season, averaging 14 points a game.
7KHWHDPZRQLWVÀUVWSOD\RIIJDPHLQDWKULOOLQJYLFWRU\ZKHUHVRSKRmore Natalie Gomez scored a three-pointer off a pass from Senior Bashe Miller
in the last second of the game to seal the victory.
“Honestly I thought that by the time the ball even got to me the shot clock
would go off, but when it got to me I just shot it up. I didn’t believe it went in; I
didn’t realize what had happened until I got home. It was crazy, we went into a

by Andrew Eichenholz
Entering the Townsend Harris community, the one mile run is a freshman’s worst
nightmare. Four laps, four hundred meters a piece, and the dreaded mile is complete.
Four years ago, senior Katie Kang went through what everybody at Townsend Harris
KDVJRQHWKURXJKUXQQLQJKHUÀUVWPLOHLQDPRUHWKDQUHVSHFWDEOHWLPHRIHLJKWPLQutes. Little did she know that four years later she would be a city, state, and possibly
national champion race walker, with the seventh fastest 1500 meter racewalk time in
American high school history.
Katie has been victorious at the PSAL City Championships in 2012 and 2013, and
won the outdoor City Championships in 2012 and the New York State Indoor Championships in 2013.
The list of accomplishments in the 1500 meter racewalk goes on and on for Katie,
but the biggest accomplishment of her high school career to this point was one of her
most recent. At the 110th PSAL City Indoor Championships, Katie set a precedent for
DOOIXWXUH36$/UDFHZDONHUVEHFRPLQJWKHÀUVWWRHYHUHFOLSVHWKHVHYHQPLQXWHEDUrier. Not only did she break seven minutes, but she walked her way to a time of 6:44,
becoming the seventh fastest in American high school history.
´,W·VVXUUHDO,VWLOOFDQ·WEHOLHYHLW«&RPLQJGRZQWKHÀQDOVWUDLJKWDZD\DQGVHHing my time on the clock, it was just unbelievable” said Katie. Showing great pride in
representing her school, she said, “I felt proud that I was able to keep racewalk as an
event that Townsend Harris will always be proud of since the previous record was set
by our alumnus.”
.DWLH.DQJVWHSSLQJWRÀUVWSODFHDW7KH$UPRU\
Only a year ago, Katie became a national star when she placed second in the nation. “I remember asking Mr. Connor, is there a chance of me being in the top 6? And
he said ‘You can be in the top 3.’” From thinking top 6, to top 3, to coming in 2nd, to being the favorite to take home the big prize at this year’s national championVKLSV.DWLH.DQJKDVFRPHDORQJZD\VLQFHWKDWÀUVWPLOHUXQIUHVKPDQ\HDU
Fellow captain of the girls track team, senior Klaudia Garncarz had nothing but praise for her friend and teammate. Klaudia said, “On behalf of myself and the
team we are all incredibly proud. There wasn’t a doubt in my mind she could accomplish all she has after witnessing the hard work she put in during practice and
meets.” The same sentiment was echoed throughout the school, as fellow senior Anthony Kissoon said, “I think it’s so cool that she’s breaking records and I know
she’ll do well at Nationals again.”
“Katie is one of the easiest athletes I’ve ever coached. She does everything she’s asked. She has the determination and will power to overcome the rigors necessary to get to her level. I saw on her face, at cities, when she broke the national record by seventeen seconds, there was nothing stopping her,” said math teacher and
track coach Timothy Connor.
Additional reporting by Isaac Pulatov

Games to watch

3/19 5:30PM Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Flushing High School @ Townsend Harris
4/03 4:00PM Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Benjamin Cardozo High School @ Townsend Harris
4/08 4:00PM Boys Varsity Baseball vs. East New York Transit Tech @Townsend Harris
4/10 4:30PM Girls Varsity Fencing vs. Queens High School of Teaching @Townsend Harris
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Katie Kang breaks national records, makes school history

